
October 17, 2011 

 

 

The Honorable Harry Reid 

Senate Majority Leader 

United State Senate 

Washington, DC 20210 

 

 

Dear Majority Leader Reid: 

 

On behalf of our combined millions of members, the undersigned organizations strongly urge 

you to support the implementation of the National Ocean Policy and oppose the Murkowski 

amendment to the Commerce, Justice, Science appropriations bill to eliminate or restrict funding 

for comprehensive ocean management and other coastal planning activities. 

 

The amendment expected to be proposed by Sen. Murkowski to HR 2112, the FY12 Commerce 

Appropriations bill, would take modern ocean management backwards by seeking to eliminate 

any federal funding in FY12 for statutorily authorized ocean planning processes that fall within 

the broad definition of marine spatial planning in Executive Order 13547. Comprehensive ocean 

planning (technically known as “coastal and marine spatial planning”) is a process that brings 

together all users of the ocean including energy, fishing, and shipping industries, government and 

tribal representatives and the public to make informed and coordinated decisions about how to 

sustainably use the ocean using authorities and processes authorized under existing law. This 

process begins by mapping out ocean resources and uses and, together with stakeholder and 

public input, helps to identify areas that are appropriate for various current and future uses. 

Having a blueprint of ocean use allows agencies to use their existing powers to encourage 

development in the right places. 

 

The process of ocean planning was highly recommended for adoption in US ocean management 

practices by several independent panels of ocean policy experts, business leaders, ocean user 

groups and scientists. These panels include: the U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy, appointed by 

President George W. Bush; the independent Pew Oceans Commission, which was chaired by 

current Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta; and the Joint Ocean Commission Initiative, currently 

co-chaired by The Honorable William Ruckelshaus and The Honorable Norm Mineta. Each of 

these expert commissions recognized the process of regional ocean management as an 

opportunity to improve job creation, maintain economic benefits and sustain environmental 

stewardship of our nation’s valuable ocean resources. 

 

The Murkowski amendment not only seeks to undermine the National Ocean Policy, but could 

also stop funding for current activities under longstanding programs that benefit coastal 

communities, maritime safety, ocean-related commerce and environmental resources. This 

includes activities under the federal Coastal Zone Management Act, the National Marine 

Sanctuaries Act and potentially even NOAA’s integrated ocean and coastal mapping program. 

The Murkowski amendment would also limit support for coastal state involvement in the Smart 

from the Start offshore wind energy initiative. 

 

The Murkowski amendment undercuts states’ coastal planning efforts and causes state resources 

that are already spent to have been wasted. States across several regions of the nation including 



New England, the Mid-Atlantic, and the West Coast have committed significant state resources 

in anticipation of federal partnership in developing regional ocean use management plans in 

2012. Since most states’ legal jurisdiction only extends three miles from the coastline, they need 

the federal government to serve as a responsible partner in a process to develop region-wide 

plans. These states have already spent millions of dollars and several years worth of work and 

are anticipating the federal government to serve as a responsible partner in a regional planning 

process. Further, the Murkowski amendment would have the effect of stopping federal agency 

personnel from collaborating with states on their planning needs. This funding limitation breaks 

the responsibility of the federal government to assist and coordinate in joint programs where 

state and federal responsibilities interact such as coastal management, wildlife and commercial 

fisheries management, and protecting coastal water quality. 

 

The Murkowski amendment would also cause great harm to ocean and coastal management 

programs that are already severely underfunded. Federal budgets for coastal and ocean programs 

have already been subject to drastic cuts which not only jeopardize the longevity and 

effectiveness of vital programs, but also place at risk mariner safety, the ability to project 

weather and climate patterns, and the health of commercial fisheries stocks and ocean 

ecosystems. For example, the amount budgeted for NOAA’s Operations, Research and Facilities 

program in the Senate FY12 Commerce appropriations bill is already $171 million less then was 

enacted in FY10. The Murkowski amendment removes funding for a range of federal programs 

and line items without taking into consideration the cumulative impact of previous budget cuts 

on the daily operations of defense, science, natural resources management and economic 

development programs affecting our coasts and oceans.  

 

The Murkowski amendment would increase inefficiency in agency operations and harm coastal 

and ocean economic development by limiting state and federal coordination and collaboration. 

Better ocean use planning that includes ocean industries and coastal businesses, state agencies, 

ocean users and local stakeholders will improve economic opportunities, help maintain this 

enormous economic sector and contribute to the stewardship of our oceans and coasts. For these 

reasons, we strongly urge you to oppose the Murkowski amendment and other similar attempts 

to restrict or eliminate funding for the implementation of the National Ocean Policy. 

 

Sincerely, 

Priscilla Brooks, Ph.D 

Ocean Program Director 

Conservation Law Foundation 

Boston, Massachusetts 

 

Cindy Shogun 

Executive Director 

Alaska Wilderness League 

Washington, DC 

 

Scott Slesinger 

Legislative Director 

Natural Resources Defense Council 

Washington, DC 

 

Roberta Elias 

Deputy Director, Marine and Fisheries 

Policy 

World Wildlife Fund 

Washington, DC 

 

William Chandler 

Vice President for Government Affairs 

Marine Conservation Institute 

Washington, DC 

 

Pete Stauffer 

Ocean Ecosystem Manager 

Surfrider Foundation 

San Clemente, CA 



 

Michael Stocker 

Director 

Ocean Conservation Research 

Lagunitas, CA 

 

John Hocevar  

Oceans Campaign Director 

Greenpeace USA 

Washington, DC 

 

Chris Mann 

Senior Officer 

Pew Environment Group 

Washington, DC 

  

Chris Lyons 

Director of Government Relations 

Restore America’s Estuaries 

Virginia 

 

John Kaltenstein 

Friends of the Earth 

Marine Program Manager 

California 

 

Emily Woglom 

Director of Government Relations 

Ocean Conservancy 

Washington, DC 

 

Thomas Bancroft, Ph.D. 

Executive Director 

People For Puget Sound 

Seattle, Washington 

 

Niaz Dorry 

Coordinating Director 

Northwest Atlantic Marine Alliance 

Gloucester, Massachusetts 

 

Shawna Larson 

Alaska Program Director 

Pacific Environment 

Alaska 

 

 

Amanda Leland 

Vice President – Oceans 

Environmental Defense Fund 

Washington, DC 

 

Michael Conathan 

Director of Ocean Policy 

Center for American Progress 

Washington, DC 

 

Chuck Willer 

Executive Director 

Coast Range Association 

Corvallis, Oregon 

 

Athan Manuel 

Director Lands Protection 

Sierra Club 

Washington, DC 

 

John F. Calvelli 

Executive Vice President, Public Affairs 

Wildlife Conservation Society 

 

Corry Westbrook 

Federal Policy Director 

Oceana 

Washington, DC 

 

Tim Dillingham 

Executive Director 

American Littoral Society 

 

Peg Reagan 

Executive Director 

Conservation Leaders Network 

Oregon 

 

David Helvarg 

Executive Director 

Blue Frontier Campaign 

California 

 

 

 



Arthur F. Benner 

President 

Alewives Anonymous, Inc. 

Rochester, MA  

 

Paul Engelmeyer  

Audubon's Ten Mile Creek Sanctuaries 

Yachats, OR 

 

Gary G.  Allen 

Executive Director 

Center for Chesapeake Communities 

Annapolis, MD 

 

Tedd Saunders 

President, EcoLogical Solutions Inc. & 

Chief Sustainability Officer, The Saunders 

Hotel Group 

Boston, MA 

 

Dan Silver 

Executive Director 

Endangered Habitats League 

Los Angeles, CA 

 

Cheryl Nenn 

Riverkeeper 

Milwaukee Riverkeeper 

Milwaukee, WI  

 

Peter Bahls 

Director 

Northwest Watershed Institute 

Port Townsend, WA 

 

Joey Racano 

Director 

Ocean Outfall Group of California 

Los Osos, California 

 

Sarah Winter Whelan 

Director 

Regional Marine Conservation Project, ALS 

Portland, OR 

 

 

Mary M. Hamilton 

Executive Director  

SandyHook SeaLife Foundation™  

Highlands, New Jersey 

 

Frank Fuller 

Chair 

Texas Coastal Partners 

Austin, TX 

 

 


