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By addressing New England’s regional food system, we 

can begin to tackle some of our region’s most pressing 

environmental and health issues, and make our region 

more resilient to the impacts of climate change already 

underway. That’s why Conservation Law Foundation (CLF) 

and CLF Ventures are working together to shape and 

foster the development of a robust New England regional 

food system. 

C O N S E R V AT I O N  L A W  F O U N D AT I O N

Financing Agriculture 
in Vermont

In Vermont, agriculture is a key 

component of the state’s economy 

and character. However, a chal -

lenge to farmers involves accessing

the financing they need to flourish.

With recovery from the credit

crunch still slow, banks and other

traditional sources of capital may

be reluctant to take risks on 

smaller-scale farming operations.

CLF Senior Attorney Anthony 

Iarrapino recently participated in 

a collaboration with farmers,

attorneys, accountants and invest --

ment professionals that is aimed 

at helping publicize and demystify 

the various community-financing 

tools that farmers can utilize as 

they seek to start up and/or grow 

their farms. 
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The Challenges

Healthy, nutritious food is vital to the 
wellbeing of all New Englanders. And local 
agriculture, from working farms to small 
plots in urban and rural neighborhoods, 
holds tremendous promise for promoting 
public health and the environment across 
the region. However, from Hurricane 
Irene to record-breaking heat, climate 
change is reshaping New England. Rivers 
have been redrawn, billions in property 
damages lost, and roads and farmland 
have been wiped out. Together these 
are the unprecedented impacts of climate 
change that challenge our communities, 
including our food systems. 

In addition to climate change concerns, 
social inequities impact food system 
dynamics. Many of our region’s low income 
communities and communities of color 
lack access to healthy foods, and survival 
as a small farm can be like swimming 
upstream, where globalization and 
economies of scale favor large operations 
outside the region. Food lies at the 
intersection of many of New England’s 
most pressing challenges.

 

The Solutions

CLF Farm & Food Initiative         
In 2010, CLF launched its Farm and Food       
Initiative, building on CLF’s past efforts to 
foster a regional agricultural economy through 
a variety of market, legislative, regulatory, 
coalition-building and other efforts to strengthen 
the business of local farming. Housed within 
our Healthy Communities and Environmental 
Justice Program, the Farm and Food Initiative 
sees sustainable agriculture businesses as a key
component in creating a more carbon-re -
silient, healthier, and economically vibrant 
New England.

A New England Regional Food System 
To build a robust regional food system,
multiple policy and market barriers must
be overcome. CLF is undertaking a com -
prehensive analysis of these barriers and
ways to counter them. CLF is working to
build leadership capacity and political infra -
structure to support stronger local food
systems, as well as working with investors,
entrepreneurs, and other stakeholders to  
cultivate opportunities to creatively meet
financing needs.




