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LETTER FROM THE CHAIR

LETTERS

hen I reflect on the 
impact that CLF 
has had on New 
England in our first 
50 years, I don’t 

just think of the pioneering legal victories 
we’ve won, the polluting power plants 
we’ve closed, or the policies we’ve creat-
ed and enforced.

I also think of the people whose lives have 
been made better, water made safer, and 
air made easier to breathe because our 
staff, our supporters, and our volunteers 
have fought day in and day out, year in and 
year out to make New England healthy 
and thriving for all.

That doggedness is perhaps our most 
enduring and celebrated trait – one well 
cultivated by the staff, supporters, and 
volunteers who came before me. I am 
inspired and humbled by your hard work, 
vision, and leadership – Boston Harbor 
is clean, Georges Bank free of oil rigs, 
Eastport Harbor safe, and Cape Cod 

W
National Seashore protected from off-
road vehicles because of you. 

I am equally inspired to work alongside 
CLF’s current generation who, under 
Brad’s leadership, is building on our 
remarkable 50-year legacy with victories 
that are as impactful and far-reaching 
as they have ever been. In the last year 
alone, we have:

• secured two transformative decisions 
in Massachusetts’ highest court aimed 
at curbing polluting fossil fuels, 

• helped to permanently protect one 
of New England’s most spectacular 
ocean habitats, 

• fought a proposal for a polluting gas 
power plant in Rhode Island, 

• moved closer to a coal-free New 
England thanks to an historic settle-
ment in New Hampshire, 

• pushed for stronger protections for 
Lake Champlain, 

•  and launched a first-of-its-kind law-
suit against ExxonMobil that calls the 

corporate giant to account for putting 
our climate, our communities, and 
our children’s and grandchildren’s 
futures at risk.

These victories are only possible thanks 
to your steadfast support. Many of you 
have been part of the CLF community for 
decades, while others are just learning 
about our groundbreaking work. Together, 
you provide the support we need to 
prosper, the encouragement we need to 
stay the course, and the vision we need to 
continue to raise the bar year after year.

Thank you – I look forward to what CLF’s 
next 50 years will bring for people and 
communities throughout New England.

Sincerely,

Sara Molyneaux 
Chair, Board of Trustees
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

W
hen CLF was founded 
in 1966, the idea of 
using the law, policy, 
and science to defend 
the public’s right to 

a clean and healthy environment was novel 
and untested. Achieving environmental goals 
by showing that they make economic sense 
was near heresy.

Fifty years later, CLF has perfected the art of 
both – to the lasting benefit of New England’s 
people, communities, and environment. 
But even as we pause to celebrate our past 
successes, this golden anniversary is really 
a time for looking forward. Today, we stand 
at a turning point – in CLF’s history and that 
of the planet. Climate change threatens to 
reshape our forests and ocean, our coast-
lines and communities. New contaminants 
in our air and water are putting public health 
at risk. Emerging technologies such as 
self-driving cars have the potential to make 
or break our clean air and healthy climate. 

And the environmental laws on which CLF 
built our reputation are becoming obsolete 
as they are outpaced by new threats and 
agencies that increasingly lack the  
resources to enforce them.  

So the question is: Will we stand by and 
allow these challenges to jeopardize the 
futures of our children and grandchildren? 
Or will we stand up and fight for a future in 
which our children and our communities are 
not just safe from harm, but are vibrant and 
thriving?

You know CLF and that means you already 
know our answer. 

If I have learned one thing about CLF in 
my first year as president, it is that we 
never give up and go home just because a 
challenge seems too big to be overcome. 
Today, the battles may be more complicated, 
our foes savvier, and, in the face of a 
changing climate, the risks far greater.  

But CLF has proven again and again 
that with perseverance, dedication, and 
innovation, we can take on big issues in one 
town, one state, or one region – and have an 
impact far beyond our borders. 

The old models of protecting our environ-
ment and our communities no longer apply – 
which simply means that CLF will once again 
lead in creating new ones. As our friends 
and supporters, your unwavering support 
and commitment have never been more 
important. You are a critical part of CLF’s 
legacy and a vital partner in our future. 

At 50, CLF is just getting started. 

Sincerely,

Bradley Campbell
President
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GOING LOW-CARB
Transforming New England’s Energy System

ew England’s coal-fired 
power plants were at 
their peak when CLF 
opened its doors 50 
years ago. The majority 

of the region’s coal fleet came online in 
the post-war boom years of the1950s and 
1960s and they would go on to dominate 
our region’s electricity mix for decades. 
Today, however, only a handful of these 
dirty power generators remain, a mix of 
environmental pressures and market forces 
having brought the industry to its knees. By 
2020, with a significant push from CLF (see 
page 6), New England is expected to be coal 
free for good.

The question now is what kind of energy  
will step in to take coal’s place. Over the 
past decade, lawmakers and industry 
wonks have thrust natural gas into the 
energy spotlight as the “next big thing.” 
Indeed, cheap and abundant natural gas 
helped hasten the coal industry’s demise 
and it has come to overshadow other 

WE FORGE SOLUTIONS TO NEW ENGLAND’S TOUGHEST ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGES

fuels on the electricity grid. When oil 
prices skyrocketed a few years ago, it also 
became the go-to fuel for heat, and homes 
and businesses throughout New England 
scrambled to sign on. 

So too for our region’s governors and 
energy regulators, who virtually swooned 
when Big Gas came knocking with prom-
ises of more cheap domestic gas. But all 
that gas comes with two big catches. The 
first is that enormous new pipelines will 
need to be cut through New Englanders’ 
backyards in order to deliver that gas, and 
the region’s electricity customers will be on 
the hook to pay for them. 

The second catch is that indiscriminate 
adoption of natural gas in New England 
will make it impossible to end the region’s 
addiction to climate-polluting fossil fuels – 
which is imperative if the region is to meet 
its aggressive goals for cutting emissions 
of damaging greenhouse gases (see sidebar 
next page).

CLF has never stood silent when a bad 
idea is thrown our way, and the irrational 
exuberance for Big Gas has been no 
exception. First, CLF fought against oil and 
gas giant Kinder Morgan’s proposal for an 
oversized and unnecessary new pipeline, 
heralding the news when, earlier this year, 
the company canceled the project in the 
face of legal hurdles and strong on-the-
ground opposition. 

With other proposed pipelines waiting 
in the wings, CLF took its case against 
the gas industry – and state regulatory 
agencies – to the Massachusetts Supreme 
Judicial Court, which ultimately agreed 
that the so-called “pipeline tax” financing 
scheme was illegal. New Hampshire’s 
Public Utilities Commission came to the 
same conclusion just a few months later. 
These victories put the business case for 
any new gas pipeline on shaky ground.

At the same time, CLF is working to ensure 
that proposed new natural gas power 
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CLF is working to make New England’s economy carbon-free, which is the only solution to curb the worst impacts of climate change.
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plants don’t sink New England’s climate 
goals, with ongoing battles in Rhode Island 
and Massachusetts heating up.

But these victories alone are not enough. 
The reality is that for New England – and 
the entire country – to meet the targets 
agreed to in the just-ratified Paris Climate 
Agreement, let alone state-based climate 
goals, the pressure is on to decarbonize 
our economy. In other words, to make the 
switch from powering homes and busi-
nesses with outdated fossil fuels to running 
them on clean, local energy, New England 
needs to do more than avoid the natural 
gas trap. It must aggressively cut carbon 
emissions while adopting policies and 
projects that boost low-cost, home-grown, 
renewable energy. 

Large-scale renewable energy combined 
with new technologies – small-scale solar 
and wind, for example, and a smarter grid 
– can potentially transform our energy 
system, but only with the right policies and 
incentives in place. Similar policies and 
technologies can also lead customers to 
curb their demand – encouraging energy 
efficiency and allowing New England to 
reduce its electricity usage overall.

Market reforms, too, are necessary if 
the region is to cut its ties to dirty energy 
for good. ISO New England, the region’s 
grid operator, is exploring ways to make 
the energy market more competitive for 
innovative clean technologies. It has invited 
policy makers, regulators, industry heads, 
and environmental advocacy leaders like 
CLF to the table to help develop a road map 
to reform.

Ultimately, a carbon-free future is the only 
solution to curbing climate change. But 
that future can’t wait until 2050. Rapid 
change within the next decade is needed 
to ensure a healthier climate, thriving 
environment, and clean-powered economy 
for future generations of New Englanders 
and beyond. CLF’s unique expertise in the 
legislative, policy, regulatory, and legal 
arenas has already helped New England to 
break free of dirty coal and loosened Big 
Gas’s grip on the region’s energy future. 
Now, CLF is poised to shepherd in a new 
era of clean energy innovation, creativity, 
and transformation.

The Block Island turbines make up the first offshore wind farm in the country [see sidebar, page 7].
State Goals for Cuts in

Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions by 2050

Reductions in Emissions
Allowed Emissions

source: iso new england
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With tenacious legal and policy advocacy, CLF has challenged 
coal plants across New England for violating environmental 
regulations and harming public health. The region is on track to 
be coal-free by 2020, leaving New England's air and water 
cleaner, its climate healthier, and its energy system on a path to 
be carbon free.

1980
CLF publishes Coal Issues Handbook
to help assess the costs & benefits of
coal-fired power plants in New England. 1992

CLF convinces State of Massachusetts
to reverse a license that allows
coal plants to be built in New Bedford.

1994
CLF stops construction of three
coal-fired power plants in Rhode Island
and Massachusetts.

    
COAL-FREE
NEW ENGLAND 2020

  

2009
Working with local lobstermen and
fishermen, CLF helps to defeat plans
for a coal gasification plant and diesel 
refinery in Wiscasset, Maine.

2012
CLF settles lawsuit with owners of
Salem Harbor Station to shut down
polluting plant by 2014.

2010
85-year-old Somerset Station closes down
after years of advocacy by CLF and Somerset 
residents.

2014
New England’s largest coal plant,
Brayton Point in Somerset, Massachusetts,
announces plans to close by 2017.

2014
Salem Harbor Station and Mt. Tom Station 
in Holyoke, Massachusetts, go dark.

        2016
Historic settlement forces Eversource to sell its coal-fired power plants in 
New Hampshire. Heavily subsidized for years, the plants aren’t expected to stay 
open once they have to compete on the open market.
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n one of those perfect, blue-sky-and-
sunshine summer days that New Englanders 
dream of all winter long, Peter Baute 
emerges from a shaded trail into a small 
clearing overlooking Block Island Sound. At 

least half a dozen people mill about the clearing, cameras in 
hand, jockeying for the best angle of the scene before them. 

They’re not here to photograph the cloudless sky, the blue-
green water, or even the dramatic Mohegan Bluffs that plunge 
into the ocean nearby. Instead, they’re transfixed by three 
enormous wind turbines – part of the country’s first offshore 
wind farm – under construction three miles offshore. 

“Nobody used to come to this view point,” Peter says. “Now, 
it’s gotten to be a major stop.” The turbines’ blades were 
motionless on that August day, but the full five-turbine farm 
was scheduled to go online in early November. The project, 
owned by Deepwater Wind, will supply energy to the entire 
Block Island community, with electricity to spare for the 
Rhode Island mainland. 

Peter is as mesmerized watching the turbines rise up from 
the ocean floor as everyone else. But he also acknowledges 
that, for him, they’re more than engineering marvels. “They’re 
graceful,” he says. “And they mean something to me.”

The retired physician served on the Block Island town council 
when Deepwater Wind first proposed the project and he 
actively advocated for the wind farm over the seven years 

it took for its many permits to win approval. “It was a lot of 
hearings,” he says, “a lot of legal battles.” But, for Peter, 
the project’s benefits – from replacing the diesel generators 
currently powering the island (and cutting the pollution that 
comes with them) to the projected savings on residents’ 
monthly bills – were well worth the years-long effort. 

What’s more, he says, “these turbines mean that we’re not 
burning oil and sending people into the ground to dig for coal.” 

As a long-time island resident, Peter’s acutely aware of the 
impacts of climate change and the need to turn away from 
climate-warming fossil fuels. The main road to his home 
was washed out when Hurricane Sandy battered the island 
four years ago. “Year to year, sea level rise doesn’t look like 
anything. But 30 years out? We’ve seen eight inches in the last 
20 years. It’s accelerating; it’s not slowing down.”

And, while he knows that this small project on Block Island 
won’t make much of a dent in stopping global climate 
damage, he sees the Block Island wind farm as a step in the 
right direction. “It depends more on what we do as a world 
than what we do here on Block Island,” he admits. 

But as he looks out on the five turbines rising in his corner 
of the globe, he recognizes that big transformations often 
start with small strides. And, with larger offshore wind farms 
already planned for New England’s ocean, he’s proud to have 
played a part in blazing this new path for New England’s 
energy future.

O
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WEB OF DECEIT
Holding ExxonMobil Accountable for Its Decades of Climate Denial

n January 9, 2006, 
residents of the Mystic 
River communities of 
Chelsea and Everett 
awoke to find the foul odor 

of diesel hanging in the air and the river 
covered in a blue-green sheen. Clearly, 
one of the local industries that dominate 
the shores of the lower Mystic had spilled 
fuel into the river. But, as the hours ticked 
by, none of them stepped forward to claim 
responsibility. Meanwhile, the spill continued 
its sickly-hued spread up the Island End 
River and down to Boston Harbor.

It wasn’t until two days later, when the 
Coast Guard came knocking on the door, 
that anyone at the ExxonMobil Pipeline 
Company realized the spill had come from 
its oil terminal, which sits perched on the 
river’s edge. With no one at the facility even 
noticing, faulty valves had allowed 2,500 
gallons of kerosene and 12,700 gallons 
of low-sulfur diesel to pour into the river. 
Exxon’s negligence went deeper than that 

WE TAKE ON POWERFUL OPPONENTS & WIN

one night, however. According to a lawsuit 
filed by the U.S. Department of Justice, the 
company not only knew about the faulty 
valves, it had never even tried to repair 
them. What’s more, had its employees  
conducted a regular required inspection of 
the facility, they would have discovered the 
spill while it was happening.

Ten years and a $5.9 million fine later, you 
would think that ExxonMobil had learned 
its lesson at its Everett terminal. But it 
hasn’t. Today, virtually every time that 
it rains, this same facility dumps toxic 
pollution into the Mystic River in clear 
violation of its Clean Water Act permit. 
What’s worse, says CLF President Bradley 
Campbell, the storage terminal is “utterly 
unprepared for the more intense storms, 
the more intense rain, and the sea level 
rise that lie immediately in front of us, 
given climate change we know we can’t 
avoid.” A major storm could overwhelm the 
facility, resulting in thousands of gallons 
of oil spilling into the densely populated 

neighborhoods that surround it – and into 
the Mystic River and Boston Harbor.

Anyone who’s been following the news 
recently won’t be surprised by ExxonMobil’s 
indifference to the climate impacts that 
lie ahead, except where it will impact the 
company’s bottom line. Its climate deceit is 
well documented by its own scientists, who 
recognized that fossil fuels were impacting 
the climate as early as 1969. But Exxon 
saw dollar signs instead of disaster in our 
changing climate, taking steps to capitalize 
on melting Arctic ice and the oil reserves 
now accessible because of it, while at 
the same time funding climate denial 
organizations to confuse the public about 
the impending reality.

Here in Massachusetts, Exxon’s decades 
of deceit and indifference have left local 
communities and sensitive ecosystems at 
risk of catastrophe. “This is where climate 
change and climate deceit really hit home,” 
says Campbell. “A spill of hazardous waste 
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ExxonMobil’s indifference to the communities that host its facilities has put the people and neighborhoods of Everett and Chelsea, Massachusetts, at risk.
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or oil here isn’t going to just result in a 
cleanup task for Exxon, it’s going to do 
severe damage and harm to families and 
children.”

CLF’s lawsuit against the corporate 
giant is aimed at changing those odds by 
forcing the company to live up to its legal 
obligations under the Clean Water Act and 
thereby protect its community neighbors. 
“Exxon is rolling the dice with the safety 
of the communities that have hosted 
them for generations,” says Campbell. 
“We need only speak with our community 
partners to understand that this lawsuit is 
vital, not for some abstract principle, but 
for the safety of homes and businesses 
that lie in harm’s way.”

Indeed, those community partners – 
including Chelsea Collaborative, Mystic 
River Watershed Association, GreenRoots, 

Inc., and others [see sidebar, page 12] – have 
been critical in helping CLF shape its 
case against Exxon. “At every step of this 
case, we’re in close consultation with 
the community to make sure they feel 
their needs and rights to protection are 
being respected,” Campbell says. “Also, 
to the extent there are opportunities for 
ExxonMobil to mitigate the damage it has 
done, we want to ensure those remedies 
are shaped in ways that respond to the 
priorities of the community.”

Chelsea and Everett aren’t the only com-
munities in danger if companies across 
New England fail to prepare for the rising 
seas and increased storm surges that 
climate change will bring. “This is an issue 
for everyone who cares about the health 
of their family, the safety of their business, 
the integrity of their neighborhoods,” 
Campbell says. His goal is for CLF’s case 

against Exxon to serve as a wake-up call 
for corporations nationwide to step up and 
demonstrate that they are ready for the 
types of weather that could put a commu-
nity at risk. “Every architect or engineer 
designing a new building or a new piece of 
infrastructure needs to bear in mind what 
that facility is going to have to withstand in 
the 20 years that lie ahead,” he says. 

As one of the largest and most profitable 
corporations in the world, says Campbell, 
“ExxonMobil has a unique obligation to 
lead the way on this issue. It can continue 
to ignore its responsibility to Everett and 
Chelsea – and to the many other communi-
ties that host its facilities. Or it can protect 
these communities and make its facility 
a model of what corporations should be 
doing across the country to prepare for the 
climate impacts that we know are coming.”

top left: Community members from Chelsea and Everett join CLF President Brad Campbell and Massachusetts Advocacy Center Director Veronica Eady at 
a press conference announcing CLF’s lawsuit. top right: Increased storm surge from climate change could flood Exxon’s Everett facility (bottom), spewing 
toxic pollution into nearby neighborhoods and the Mystic River.
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Roseann Bongiovanni is a lifelong Chelsea resident who has led significant 
environmental justice campaigns for more than 21 years. She is the 
Executive Director of GreenRoots, Inc., an organization dedicated to 
achieving environmental and climate justice for Chelsea.

rowing up in Chelsea and neighboring Everett, many 
in our community, myself included, never realized we 
were living in a waterfront community simply because 
we had no access to our riverfront. There were no 
waterfront parks, no fishing piers, no walkways 
along the water, and almost no views of the river 

itself. Massive oil storage tanks, industrial facilities, parking lots, and 
dilapidated piers blocked the views of our waterfront. 

I would like ExxonMobil to understand the burden – the impact – they’re 
having on the local community. They’re not just spilling pollutants into 
an unknown river or into unknown air with no one around them. I would 
like ExxonMobil executives to think about Chelsea and Everett as if this 
was their home, as if their parents lived here – as if they were trying to 
raise a family here, like I am. Would they want their family members 
exposed to the same pollutants that they’re exposing us to? Why is it fair 
that they’re doing that to our community? ExxonMobil is impacting our 
lives, our public health, our quality of life. 

We’re not talking about just a few people. These are some of the 
most densely populated, lowest income, and most ethnically diverse 
neighborhoods in the entire state, right here in Chelsea and Everett. 
They are the ones that are literally seeing and feeling the burden every 
single day. ExxonMobil needs to realize that. If Exxon said, “We didn’t 
realize what we’ve done, we made a mistake, we want to work with the 
community, we want to be a better neighbor, we want to rectify what 
we’re doing wrong, WE’RE SORRY,” that would be a significant victory. 
But they won’t. They’re not talking to us, they’re violating their permits, 
and they’re continuing to lie.

Every day we’re vulnerable. We worry about the constant threat of 
chemical and petroleum spills, and of not being able to protect our 
people, our environment. If a Superstorm Sandy or Hurricane Katrina 
hit Boston, you’d see all of our folks out of their homes, everything that 
they’ve worked so hard for – completely gone. It’s crazy scary, and it’s 
reality for us.

COMMUNITY VOICES:

A MESSAGE TO EXXONMOBIL
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A Tale of Two Rivers
The Charles and Mystic rivers are Boston’s most iconic waterways.  

Both have played critical roles in the city’s history, economy, and culture. 
Both have suffered from devastating pollution. But their courses have 

diverged dramatically over the last 20 years, with the Charles becoming 
the focus of significant local and government cleanup efforts. While more 

work remains to be done for the Charles, today the river is a treasured 
asset, with miles of greenways along its riverbanks. In stark contrast, the 

Lower Mystic has been left largely to languish, walled off by industry from 
the low-income communities lining its shores and with only dedicated 

local groups tasked with carrying out the fight for its health. ExxonMobil’s 
neglect is just the latest in a long line of injustices endured here. CLF is 

working alongside community partners to help change the Mystic’s story.
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BOSTON HARBOR 2.0 
The New Frontier in the Fight to Save Boston Harbor

WE MAKE EXISTING PROTECTIONS WORK HARDER FOR THE PEOPLE OF NEW ENGLAND

hen CLF launched 
its 1983 law-

suit against the 
Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts for 
dumping toxic sludge and untreated waste-
water into Boston Harbor, years of neglect 
by the federal government, the state, the 
city, and polluters had turned the harbor 
into a shameful liability. But over time, and 
thanks to the dedicated efforts of public and 
private partners, the harbor has become 
the pride of Boston and a centerpiece of 
booming economic growth, technical inno-
vation, and city life. 

The lessons of Boston Harbor are many, 
but the ultimate takeaway seems pretty 
simple: doing the right thing now, even if it’s 
costly, delivers remarkable returns later, 
and ensures true resilience over time. But 
those lessons are too easily forgotten or 
ignored. Today, short-sighted, profit-driven 
development is threatening to once again 

W
shortchange the city’s sustainable future, 
this time in the face of a changing climate.

A generation ago, no one could have imag-
ined that unchecked development along 
Boston’s waterfront could ever be a problem. 
Who would want to live, work, or play along-
side what was essentially an open sewer? 
And climate change impacts weren’t yet part 
of the public dialogue.  

But the harbor’s cleanup created a new 
urban frontier, one that has resulted in the 
fast-paced development of apartments, 
condos, hotels, office space, restaurants, 
and more along the waterfront. Today, 
developers are stampeding to build on the 
parts of the waterfront – the Seaport District, 
East Boston, and South Boston – that have 
been less built out, until now. Such rampant 
growth brings a short-term economic boon, 
yes, but it also brings long-term risk if it 
is not countered by a comprehensive and 
strategic vision of climate-readiness.

This is where the new line in CLF’s battle to 
protect Boston’s harbor and waterfront is 
being drawn: with CLF leading the charge 
to do the right thing now – in which new 
development would be informed by strategic 
and forward-thinking planning – over the 
current close-your-eyes-and-hope-for-the-
best approach.

The costs of not doing the right thing 
now will be devastating. Four years 
ago, Bostonians watched in horror as 
Superstorm Sandy tore through New Jersey 
and New York, destroying homes and busi-
nesses with its storm surge and flooding. 
But Boston averted similar catastrophe 
from Sandy by mere hours. Had the storm 
made landfall here just five and a half hours 
earlier, at high tide, the floodwaters would 
have reached the steps of Boston City Hall – 
a half mile inland from the city’s waterfront.

The City of Boston has hardly ignored 
its climate risk – in fact it’s been lauded 

Boston Harbor’s resurgence has created a rush to overdevelop the waterfront without considering climate impacts or the public’s long-standing right to access it.
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for its attention to it. The Boston Climate 
Action Plan and Climate-Ready Boston 
Initiative provide frameworks for coastal 
communities across the country in how 
to analyze and model the future climate 
conditions that will reshape our coastlines. 
Yet the blind spot in the city’s climate 
readiness work remains execution along 
its own vulnerable waterfront, where 
more than $7 billion in new and planned 
development is currently in the works – 
development that, by and large, ignores 
the impending realities of bigger and more 
severe storms, flooding, and sea-level rise. 

Fighting City Hall and powerful developers 
is familiar ground for CLF. Even as we 
carried on our fight to clean up Boston 
Harbor through the 1980s and into the new 
millennium, the organization was also at 
work defending people’s right to access and 
enjoy the increasingly attractive waterfront 
that they had paid to clean up. If developers 
had had their way then, the Boston Harbor 

waterfront would look nothing like it 
does today. Instead of nearly 40 miles of 
Harborwalk, the waterfront would have 
been walled off behind residential and 
commercial real estate. CLF’s ultimate 
victory in those earlier development battles 
meant that the people of Boston now not 
only had a harbor on the mend, but improved 
access to that harbor by transit and on 
foot, along with green and other public 
spaces that have since become cultural and 
recreational destinations for tourists and 
locals alike.

CLF’s work ahead will mean more than 
enforcing Massachusetts’ 300-year-old 
laws that protect the harbor and the public 
right to access it, however. Boston – and 
all of New England’s coastal communities 
– must find ways to live with rising waters, 
address the vulnerabilities of existing 
homes and businesses, and ensure that 
new development tackles, rather than 
ignores, climate reality. 

That will mean bringing all of CLF’s skills 
to the table – watchdog defender of existing 
laws, forward-thinking advocate for 
reformed and new policies, and in-it-for-
the-long-haul dedication to the people and 
communities of New England.  

Tackling the root causes of climate change 
by cleaning up our energy supply and 
making our homes, businesses, and cars 
cleaner and greener is critical in averting 
the worst impacts our changing climate will 
bring. But it’s not enough. We need to brace 
for the climate impacts already in motion 
by making our communities across New 
England more resilient – able to withstand 
and bounce back from bigger storms, erratic 
weather patterns, and rising seas. 

By preparing for climate impacts today, we 
will ensure our communities can thrive 
tomorrow.

For CLF, that means looking at how we’re 
caring for our natural resources and 
planning for our built environment, so that 
everyone in New England has a chance for a 
thriving and healthy future. 

THE NATURAL WORLD
Our forests, wetlands, coasts, and ocean are 
what make New England such a remarkable 
place to live, work, and play. They are also 
our best natural buffers against climate 
impacts – but only if we care for, protect, 
and strengthen them. Restored wetlands 
and fragile dunes, for example, will help to 
absorb flood waters from big storms, while 
reconnecting rivers with their historic flood-
plains will ensure that when waterways do 
flood, the water stays in its natural channels 
rather than breaking through banks and 
putting streets underwater.

THE BUILT WORLD
Current regulations guiding the building 
of homes, businesses, and infrastructure 
haven’t caught up to climate reality. Instead, 
decisions are driven by a mix of local, state, 
and federal standards – many of which 
are based on decades-old data, such as 
floodplain boundaries developed in the 
1980s. Addressing regulatory gaps in how 
we build new homes and businesses, adapt 
stormwater and wastewater management 
systems, and protect transit systems is 
critical to ensuring the long-term safety 
and security of our communities.

A Healthy, Resilient 
New England

PAGE / 1
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Chapter 91, a 300-year-old law, protects the public’s 
right to access the revitalized harborfront.
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The cleanup of Boston Harbor wasn’t Senior Counsel Peter Shelley’s first big 
case with CLF (as a third-year law student in the late 1970s, he was part of 
the landmark effort to stop oil and gas drilling on Georges Bank), but it has 
certainly been the most iconic of his long career with the organization. Peter 
reflects on what the case meant for him, for CLF, and for the people of Boston.

Swimmable,   Fishable, Drinkable Water for All
CLF has taken the lessons learned from 
its hard-won victory cleaning up Boston 
Harbor and put them to work all across 
New England, holding polluters account-
able and pushing for enforcement of clean 
water laws at the local, state, and federal 
levels. Today, CLF is:

• CLEANING UP STORMWATER 
POLLUTION 
CLF is fighting for new protections 
and creative solutions to keep polluted 
stormwater from wreaking havoc on our 
waterways.

• CURBING NUTRIENT POLLUTION 
CLF is working state by state, water-
body by waterbody to control nitrogen 
pollution and prevent dead zones and 
toxic algae blooms.

• ENFORCING THE LAW 
CLF is holding polluting businesses 
accountable to the Clean Water Act, 
one polluter at a time – and helping out 
local communities with every win.

CLF envisions a New England with waters 
free of contamination and pollution and 
that people can swim in, fish, and drink 
from without worry.  Learn more at  
www.clf.org/cleanwater.

n the early 1980s, about 80 tons of solid sewage waste were being 
discharged off Logan Airport into Boston Harbor every day. CLF 
recognized that the only way we would be able to create change 
would be to hold someone legally liable. But until the Environmental 
Protection Agency had a change of heart and joined our side in 

1985, the case was essentially the People (represented by CLF) versus EPA, 
versus the Commonwealth, versus, well, everyone. 

When we made the initial decision to fix this problem, no one had any idea 
how big the challenge was, how long it was going to take, or what it was 
going to cost. But one of the things that has been true about CLF from the 
beginning is that once we tackle something, we don’t let go until it is fixed. 
I filed the first legal papers in July of 1983 and in March of 2016, the case 
officially came to a close. I’ve been really proud that CLF and our supporters 
have been willing to see things through to this outcome. I don’t think there’s 
any question in anyone’s mind that the Boston Harbor cleanup was worth it.

This case was formative in many ways. In very practical terms it was about 
cleaning up and recapturing the harbor for the people of Boston. But it was 
formative for CLF as an organization, too. We realized we had to be more 
vigilant – we couldn’t just assume that government was doing its job and 
accomplishing all of the lofty objectives that animate critical federal laws 
like the Clean Water and Clean Air acts. Without a group like CLF to hold 
the government accountable for its responsibilities, New England would be 
seeing one Boston Harbor after another.

Today, CLF has one of the best clean water advocacy programs in the 
country. We are doing groundbreaking work that sets precedents for groups 
nationwide and we continue to challenge the EPA to be better – all so 
that we can have a safe and clean environment and realize the economic 
benefits that brings to the people of New England. 

FROM THE TRENCHES: PETER SHELLEY



Great Bay Estuary
New Hampshire

CLF’s Great Bay–Piscataqua River Waterkeeper® acts as 
on-the-ground advocate, convener, and watchdog, mobilizing 
local support and acting as the fragile estuary’s “eyes and 
ears” to guard against illegal pollution and other threats.

Cape Cod
Massachusetts

CLF sued the Environmental Protection Agency over its 
lax enforcement of clean water laws that left the Cape’s 
bays overrun with harmful pollution. The suit resulted in a 
revamped regional plan to address the problem.

Lake Champlain
Vermont

CLF’s years of advocacy to clean up the iconic – and ailing – 
lake have paid off with new laws aimed at curbing pollution. 
CLF is now working to ensure the laws are strengthened 
and enforced so that they truly make a difference.

Mashapaug Pond
Rhode Island

CLF is suing the Environmental Protection Agency to 
uphold the Clean Water Act and require big  polluters to 
control their dirty stormwater discharge and curb the 
unchecked pollution that is harming the state’s waterways.

Long Creek
Maine

Before CLF took action, Long Creek was nearly dead from 
pollution flowing off of the Maine Mall area’s many roads, 
parking lots, and flat roofs. Today, local businesses and 
governments are partnering to bring the creek back to life.

Swimmable,   Fishable, Drinkable Water for All

Ec
oP

ho
to

gr
ap

hy
So

ut
h 

Po
rt

la
nd

 L
an

d 
Tr

us
t

Ec
oP

ho
to

gr
ap

hy
M

ar
y 

La
ne

/S
hu

tte
rs

to
ck

An
a-

M
ar

ia
 M

ur
ph

y-
Te

ix
id

or



Conservation Matters    Fall 2016          

OUR CHANGING OCEAN
Climate Impacts in Motion

WE DON’T JUST DEFEND ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY, WE HELP CREATE IT

n September, leaders from 
around the world gathered in 
Washington, D.C., for the third 
annual Our Ocean Conference, 
hosted by Secretary of State 

John Kerry. Together, they committed to 
136 new initiatives aimed at conserving and 
protecting fragile ocean areas worldwide. 

In between commitments from the 
countries of Sri Lanka and Panama, CLF 
Vice President and Director of Ocean 
Conservation Dr. Priscilla Brooks took to 
the microphone to address heads of state 
and environment ministers from around 
the world. On this global stage, Brooks 
announced CLF’s commitment to address 
climate impacts in the fast-warming Gulf of 
Maine and along New England’s coast. 

How severely those impacts will hit New 
England waters is still unknown. But what 
is known is that water temperatures in the 
Gulf of Maine are rising faster than virtually 
any other ocean area in the world. By the 

I
end of this century, the Gulf is expected to 
be five degrees warmer than it is today. 

From lobsters moving northward in search 
of cooler temperatures, to dramatic changes 
in the abundance of plankton that could 
weaken entire food webs, a warmer Gulf of 
Maine could wreak havoc on New England’s 
fisheries, recreational opportunities, and 
even tourism, all of which contribute 
significantly to healthy coastal economies. 

What’s more, sea level rise and increased 
storm intensity could inflict significant 
damage to coastal businesses, beaches, 
and residences, with lasting consequences 
to the economy and environment.

The solutions to these problems will be 
complex – which is why CLF is taking a 
multi-pronged approach: fighting to break 
New England’s addiction to dirty fossil fuels 
and slash climate-warming emissions 
[see page 4], and working to ensure that the 
region’s coastal communities and ocean 

waters – including its diversity of wildlife 
and habitats – remain strong and healthy 
in the face of climate impacts already in 
motion. The safest path forward, according 
to marine scientists, will require the 
permanent protection of our most fragile 
and ecologically important ocean areas.

CLF celebrated in September when 
President Obama announced the creation 
of the Northeast Canyons and Seamounts 
Marine National Monument. This first 
monument in the Atlantic  will cover nearly 
5,000 square miles and protect centuries-
old coral formations and endangered 
marine mammals. But one protected area 
in New England’s ocean is not enough – 
especially given the dire predictions facing 
the Gulf of Maine.

The clear choice for another protected 
area is that around Cashes Ledge, 
an underwater mountain range and 
biodiversity hotspot located in the Gulf of 
Maine about 80 miles from Cape Ann. 
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Marine protected areas, like the just-designated Northeast Canyons and Seamounts Marine National Monument, provide refuge for wildlife such as cod and serve 
as open-sea laboratories for scientists studying the impacts of climate change on New England’s ocean. But one protected area is not enough.
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Coastal communities are at risk from warming ocean waters, which could wreak havoc on 
New England’s fishing, recreation, and tourism industries. CLF is taking a multi-pronged 
approach to prepare communities for climate impacts already in motion.

Getting Ready for What’s to Come

With breathtaking beauty and abundant 
marine life, the area serves as a haven for 
the iconic Atlantic cod and endangered 
North Atlantic right whale. CLF has 
successfully worked to protect this fragile 
area from being re-opened to the most 
destructive fishing activities, but those 
protections are temporary. Permanent 
protection will ensure Cashes Ledge 
remains both a much-needed refuge for 
ocean wildlife and a critical underwater 
laboratory for scientists working to 
understand the ecological consequences 
of  warming temperatures and increasingly 
acidic waters.

CLF is also working to safeguard New 
England’s fishing communities, which form 
such a vital part of the region’s economy 
and culture, from the new and complex 
challenges climate change has brought. 
That means restoring and protecting New 
England’s legendary fisheries by making 
sure that commercial fishermen adhere to 
the rules around catch limits and closed 
areas – and that those rules are based on 
science and are enforceable. It also means 
considering the whole ecosystem when 

designing fishery management plans, 
including protecting forage fish at the 
base of the food chain, and ensuring more 
deliberate attention is paid to the small boat 
fishing fleet’s dependence on coastal waters. 

In addition, CLF is combating the effects 
of ocean acidification, which could 
devastate the region’s shellfish industry, by 
cutting carbon emissions regionwide and 
stemming the flow of nutrients from nearby 
rivers into the ocean. Those nutrients not 
only worsen ocean acidification, but also 
create dead zones void of marine life.

Fishing is just one of the core uses of 
New England’s ocean, however. New uses 
such as wind, wave, and tidal energy, gas 
pipelines, and offshore aquaculture are 
vying for space in the ocean alongside 
traditional uses like fishing, surfing, and 
boating. The first-in-the-nation Northeast 
Regional Ocean Plan is intended to help 
New Englanders capitalize on these 
opportunities, but not at the expense of the 
health of the ocean, the livelihood of area 
fishermen, or the places where locals and 
tourists alike go to play. 

CLF had an active role in the development 
of the regional ocean plan, which will 
be finalized later this year, and the 
organization will be equally active in its 
implementation as the plan rolls out in 
2017. Managing current ocean uses – and 
anticipating future ones – is a complex task, 
and the Northeast Regional Ocean Plan 
is a game-changing new tool for federal 
and state agencies, regulators, and other 
stakeholders to make smart decisions that 
effectively balance human use of our ocean 
with ensuring its long-term health.

As coastal communities brace for the 
impacts of climate change, CLF will be at 
the forefront of efforts to help reduce the 
severity of those impacts when possible, 
and to develop strategies to manage the 
impacts that can’t be avoided. A healthy 
ocean will support sustainable and thriving 
coastal economies – and CLF is working 
to make sure New England has both for 
generations to come.
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CLF plays active role 
in development of 
first-in-the-nation 

state oceans manage-
ment plans in 

Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island.

CLF partners with 
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of ocean acidification.2
0

14

Climate Threats

Wind & Whales

2
0

14

CLF collaborates with 
environmental 

groups and offshore 
wind developers on  
measures to protect 
endangered North 

Atlantic right whales 
while advancing 

wind development.

2
0

16
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role in advancing the 
nation’s first regional 
ocean plan, which is 
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approved by the 
National Ocean 
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COMMUNITY VOICES:
PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE

typical day at the Seacoast Science Center in Rye, New 
Hampshire, finds it packed with ocean enthusiasts: children 

and adults touch native starfish, learn from interactive 
exhibits about ocean habitats, and explore tidal pools 
along the protected New Hampshire coastline.

The Center doesn’t just aim to teach visitors about the Gulf of Maine, 
it invites them to explore – to run their fingers through the coarse 
sand and dip their feet in the chilly saltwater – all in a larger effort to 
cultivate long-lasting stewards for this precious resource.

As an active advocate for the just-released Northeast Regional Ocean 
Plan, the Center sees ocean planning as a way to bridge their ocean 
education mission with the growing necessity to understand the 
North Atlantic as a complex system with intersecting uses, not just to 
manage resources better, but as an important way to advance ocean 
health.

“Ocean planning is a logical priority for the Seacoast Science Center, 
for a ‘seven generations back, seven generations ahead’ perspective,” 
says Lull. “Ocean planning is taking our history and using it to 
understand our future. What are the intended consequences of the 
management decisions we make today?”

The massive humpback whale skeleton that stretches above the Center’s 
entrance serves as a daily reminder of the consequences a lack of 
collaboration can bring. The whale, named Tofu, was tagged and tracked 
as part of a study to understand humpback whale movement and quickly 
became a beloved, if unofficial, mascot for the Center. But, at just two 
and half years old, Tofu was struck and killed by a ship whose route cut 
through well-known whale feeding grounds. Had the route been located 
even a mile off, it could have avoided the whale habitat altogether.

If we continue to manage the ocean without connecting and sharing 
across industries and communities, argues Lull, water quality may 
decline, fisheries could suffer, our coastlines will be impacted, and our 
iconic marine wildlife will no longer find our region a welcoming place 
to call home. Ocean planning on a regional scale reminds us that, by 
looking holistically at the ocean using science, data, and technology, 
small changes like shifting a shipping lane can result in positive 
impacts for all. Says Lull, “Given the complexity of the ocean, why 
wouldn’t we take everything we know and use it to do things better?”
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THE LEGAL FOOD HUB
Local Food, Local Farms, and Lawyers Lending a Hand

WE KNOW THAT TAKING ON ISSUES IN ONE COMMUNITY CAN HAVE A BIG IMPACT

oah Fralich moved back 
home to Maine with 
one ambition: to open a 
business on his family’s 
land in New Gloucester. 
His fledgling Norumbega 

Cidery was just getting off the ground when 
he hit a snag – the name of his business was 
already trademarked by someone else. Now, 
in the midst of trying to grow his business, 
he was confronting a significant legal issue, 
with limited means to afford a lawyer to help 
him solve the problem.

Fralich’s not alone. Like any small business, 
farmers and food entrepreneurs have a slew 
of legal needs that, if not addressed properly 
from the outset, can lead to big problems 
down the road. 

That’s why three years ago, CLF launched 
a first-of-its-kind network called the Legal 
Food Hub, which connects farmers, food-
related organizations, and entrepreneurs 
like Fralich with pro bono legal services 

N
to help start, grow, and operate their 
businesses.

“Farmers and food businesses play 
an essential role in the health of our 
communities, environment, and economy,” 
says Jennifer Rushlow, director of CLF’s 
Farm and Food program. “We need them 
to thrive.”

The Hub evolved out of Rushlow’s efforts to 
hone CLF’s niche in the agricultural sector. 
The organization’s Farm and Food program 
strives to build a regional food system that 
supports access to fresh healthy food, 
protects farmland, grows the local economy, 
and cuts climate-warming emissions from 
food production and transportation. 

In 2013, as Rushlow spoke with partners, 
farmers, and others at the center of New 
England’s local food movement, she soon 
realized that many farmers and food 
businesses were going without the vital 
legal services that are essential to their 

success. Indeed, according to the nonprofit 
Farm Commons, only 10% of surveyed 
farmers use legal services, compared to 
70% of small businesses in general. 

The legal gap was especially significant 
when it came to transactional law, such 
as incorporating a business, negotiating 
contracts with vendors, leasing or buying 
land or retail space, or transferring a farm 
to the next generation. “Some farmers and 
food businesses weren’t consulting with 
lawyers because they couldn’t afford one, 
while others didn’t realize that they even 
needed legal help,” she says. 

That gap alarmed Rushlow, but she also 
recognized it as an opportunity. “We knew 
from our experience at CLF that there 
were many lawyers who would be willing 
to help if they knew about this problem 
and could make a connection,” she says. 
Her own familiarity with the pro bono 
process at law firms from her time at in 
private practice buoyed her confidence. 

The Legal Food Hub is giving a helping hand to farmers and food businesses throughout New England.
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“I knew that calling up a firm and asking 
them to do something for free was not 
as crazy as it sounds – especially where 
you can demonstrate a clear need for 
assistance.”

The response to those calls, she says, 
was overwhelmingly positive. “Many of 
the attorneys we talked to were excited 
about local food and already familiar with 
the challenges that face farm and food 
businesses, so they immediately understood 
why this was so important.” 

The idea of dispensing free legal 
information is not a new one for CLF. In 
the organization’s early years, it provided 
legal advice to conservation commissions, 
private landowners looking to leave their 
property to conservation, and nascent 
environmental organizations navigating 
the complexities of the then growing body 
of environmental law. So it was fitting 
when, nearly 50 years after its founding, 
the organization built on its earliest legacy 

by rolling out the Legal Food Hub first in 
Massachusetts and then, the following year, 
in Maine.

Since then, the Hub has helped to secure 
close to a million dollars’ worth of pro bono 
legal services for 169 cases in 109 cities and 
towns. The Hub’s volunteer lawyer network 
has grown to more than 90 skilled attorneys 
who have helped clients with issues ranging 
from contract and lease negotiations to 
the transfer of land to the next generation. 
Success stories include 68 farmers, 110 
local food entrepreneurs and organizations, 
and the legal work behind the creation of 
the Boston Public Market. 

Rushlow and the Hub aren’t resting on their 
locally grown laurels, however. Expanding 
on its success in Massachusetts and Maine, 
the Legal Food Hub will roll out in Rhode 
Island this fall, adding a new emphasis on 
aquaculture businesses. Rushlow is also in 
talks with the Yale School of Law to expand 
the Hub to Connecticut in 2017. From there, 
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The Legal Food Hub has helped more than 150 small farmers and food businesses find free legal help from volunteer attorneys, from small farmers 
to food trucks, food coops to cideries. In 2016, it will expand to Rhode Island, with plans for replicating the model nationally in the works.

a national expansion is on the horizon. “The 
challenges we address through the Hub are 
not limited to New England,” Rushlow says. 
“Small farmers and food entrepreneurs 
nationwide face many of the same issues 
we see here. CLF can be a leader by helping 
partners in other states develop this model 
and supporting a sustainable and robust 
local food economy across the country.”

For Noah Fralich, it all comes down to 
simply knowing that he has someone 
on his side. “It’s wonderful to have legal 
services available to people who need 
them,” he says.

PAGE / 2
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• Learn more about CLF’s  
Legal Food Hub at  
www.legalfoodhub.org.

• Spread the word to lawyers 
who want to get involved. 
Interested yourself? Email 
legalfoodhub@clf.org
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FOOD HUB SUCCESS

93

FIRMS IN 
OUR NETWORK

Since its launch in 2014, the 
Legal Food Hub has leveraged 
$825,000 in pro bono services.

169

CASES PLACED

1,900

HOURS DONATED BY 
VOLUNTEER ATTORNEYS

Jon and Will [at Pierce Atwood] 
have been incredibly helpful 
already... I feel very fortunate to 
have their time and expertise. 
Thank you again for setting up 
this legal assistance. In just two 
weeks it has already proven to 
be invaluable.”

Jed Rauscher 
SoPo City Craft 
Beverage Co.

Thank you for letting me be part 
of this program. What you all  
are doing for small farmers is 
really wonderful.”

It is challenging sometimes, as 
all lawyers know, to make time 
for pro bono work. This work, 
however, struck me as a way  
to do good and do it in a field 
that is my passion. It was a  
no brainer to volunteer!”Sue Frank

Dogpatch Farm

Beth Boepple
Volunteer Attorney
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A MODEL INVESTMENT
Building Healthy Communities One Neighborhood at a Time

or a neighborhood to truly 
thrive, it needs healthy people, 
a healthy environment, and a 
healthy economy with oppor-
tunities for all. Improving 
neighborhood environments 

can boost health, but traditional financing 
sources simply aren’t capable of addressing 
those needs at a project level.

Recognizing the complex challenges of 
building healthy and sustainable commu-
nities, three years ago, CLF Ventures and 
the Massachusetts Housing Investment 
Corporation partnered to create the Healthy 
Neighborhoods Equity Fund. Building on 
CLF’s years of advocacy for equitable access 
to public transit and smart growth, the 
Fund focuses on bringing new sources of 
capital to mixed-use, transit-oriented real 
estate projects that can catalyze the creation 
of healthy neighborhoods in low-income 
communities.

“We believe in the power of these kinds 
of developments to positively impact the 
health of people in these communities, 
where health disparities are alarming 
when compared with populations in higher 
income neighborhoods,” says Gina Foote, 
Fund Development Director for CLF. Foote 
cites one Massachusetts study that showed 
that life expectancy varied by as many as 33 
years between Boston census tracts located 
only two miles apart. 

Foote hopes that the Fund’s latest invest-
ment, Landing 53 in Braintree, will spur a 
broader revitalization in the surrounding 
neighborhood. Located near the Weymouth–
East Braintree Commuter Rail station, the 
new development is replacing two acres of 
run-down, semi-vacant buildings with 172 
new apartments and 12,000 square feet of 
retail space. The project will add workforce 
housing, create jobs, and enhance the envi-
ronment with new pedestrian walkways and 
other amenities.

Ultimately, Foote believes that the Fund – 
and developments like Landing 53 – can 
serve as models for a new kind of impact 
investment that can be replicated locally 
and nationally. That vision has attracted 
support from the Boston Foundation as well 
as the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. 
CLF has also partnered with the Harvard 
School of Public Health, Metropolitan 
Area Planning Council, Massachusetts 
Department of Public Health, and others to 
collect data for a detailed health scorecard 
to show what targeted development of this 
kind can mean for the environment and 
improved community health over time.

“Building and improving communities at 
the neighborhood level, project by project, 
is tough, complex work,” says Foote. “But 
it’s well worth the effort once you see the 
transformative impact on people’s lives.”
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A rendering of Landing 53, a new development in Braintree, Massachusetts, that 
models how neighborhoods can be transformed from the ground up. ©Joseph Katzen
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WE KNOW THAT TAKING ON ISSUES IN ONE COMMUNITY CAN HAVE A BIG IMPACT
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2015 FISCAL YEAR IN REVIEW

FINANCIAL REPORT
Forward Momentum

ver the past year, CLF 
continued to strengthen 
its revenue streams, in 
particular in individual 
fundraising. I’m pleased to 
report that Fiscal Year 2015, 

which closed on July 31, 2015, again saw 
increases in giving by individuals, showing 
not only the strong commitment of our 
current supporters, but the relevance of 
our mission to new supporters just learn-
ing about our work. Our endowment also 
continued to grow this year by 9 percent to 
$9.1 million.

Of our $8.4 million in expenses, 71 percent 
was attributable to program services, 20 
percent to administrative services, and 9 
percent to fundraising activities. In this the 
second year of implementation in our five-
year business plan, we continue to invest 
in core administrative areas including 
Development and Communications. 

As we celebrate our 50th anniversary 
this fall, CLF stands on firm financial 
footing, and we are seeing investments 
made in FY14 and FY15 bearing fruit. In 
addition, our Leadership Campaign raised 
$3 million toward future investments 
in strengthening our core operations. 

O
Thank you to those who showed such 
remarkable generosity in support of CLF 
and our vision for New England’s future.

Finally, I am pleased to report that, for 
the third consecutive year, CLF achieved 
Charity Navigator’s 4-star rating – the 
charity evaluator’s highest designation. 
Only 19% of charities rated by Charity 
Navigator ever receive this “exceptional” 
designation for two or more consecutive 
years. Our third straight year is a clear 
demonstration of CLF’s good gover-
nance practices and responsible fiscal 
management. 

This is my last report as CLF’s Treasurer, 
and I want to acknowledge the generous 
members and volunteers who make it 
possible for CLF to accomplish so much. 
I am grateful for your commitment and 
support as we continue to pursue ground-
breaking initiatives that benefit all New 
Englanders. 

Eugene H. Clapp  
Treasurer, Board of Trustees

USES OF OPERATING FUNDS
Total Operating Expenses:  $8,355,497

NET ASSETS  [as of July 31, 2015]

Unrestricted Net Assets:  
$3,738,871 

Temporarily Restricted Net Assets: 
$7,766,836

Permanently Restricted Net Assets: 
$5,596,560

TOTAL                     $17,102,267

SOURCES OF OPERATING FUNDS
Total Operating Funds:  $8,630,492

Earned 
Income
$1,585,668

Foundations
$3,848,862 

Individuals
$3,195,962

Development
$743,269

General & Administrative $1,672,359

Advocacy 
Programs
$5,939,869
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General & Administrative $1,672,359

Anonymous (4)  
Mr. and Mrs. John Abele  
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Amory  
Ms. M. Robin Barone and  
 Mr. Sydney Lea  
Sylvia Bates and Thomas Masland  
Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Brevard 
Eleanor Briggs  
Scott and Mary Brown  
Mr. Christopher Cabot  
Thomas and Patience Chamberlin 
George W. Chase and Sarah W. Chase 
Meredith and Eugene Clapp  
Philip Conkling and Paige Parker  
Mr. and Mrs. David Ellis 
Mr. Douglas I. Foy  
Mr. and Mrs. John B. French 
Tom and Lisa Goddard  
Mr. John K. Graham and  
 Ms. Katharine Munro  

Mr. Martin L. Gross* and  
 Ms. Deirdre Sheerr-Gross  
Gordon Hall  
John and Nancy Hammond  
Elizabeth and Whitney Hatch  
Anne and Martin Hayden  
Horace Hildreth  
Harold Janeway  
Jane and DeWitt John  
Mrs. Lucia Kearns and  
 Mr. Matthew Kearns  
Ms. Margaret Kerr and  
 Mr. Robert Vanderslice  
Mr. and Mrs. EkOngKar Singh Khalsa 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard M. Kilguss 
Mr. Robert King and  
 Ms. Anne Faulkner  
Brigitte and Hal Kingsbury  
Sue and Chris Klem  
Ted Ladd  

Rob and Peggy Leeson  
Mrs. Crea and Dr. Philip Lintilhac  
Dick and Janet Lisle  
Sharon and Bradford Malt  
Sunshine Menezes  
Ms. Janet E. Milne and  
 Mr. John B. Kuhns  
Sara Molyneaux and  
 Donald F. Law, Jr.  
Mr. and Mrs. Michael B. Moskow 
Mr. and Mrs. William S. Mott 
Mr. and Mrs. James G. Murphy 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Nessen 
Dr. Jan A. Pechenik
Susan Blackmore Peterson and  
 John M. Teal  
Davis Pike  
Elizabeth A. Montuori Rowles and  
 David B. Rowles  
Ms. Thaleia Tsongas Schlesinger 

Ann and Dean Seibert  
Mr. and Mrs. Chi Ho Sham 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Shelley 
Mr. James Shelley  
Mike and Jean Smith  
Ms. Elizabeth Steele and  
 Mr. Scott Hammond  
Mr. Andrew Stewart  
VJ and Craig Strehl  
Frances and Peter Trafton 
Ms. Janet M. Ward  
The WaterWheel Foundation 
Mr. Pete C. Westover  
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin V. White III 
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Wilson 
 

CLF LEADERSHIP CAMPAIGN
The following individuals and foundations provided generous support for CLF’s Leadership Campaign. We are grateful for their 
investment in CLF. The $3 million they donated will ensure that we are able to diversify our expert skillset, retain our top talent, and 
strengthen our voice so that, together with all of you, we can answer the challenges of tomorrow with innovative solutions today. 

SUPPORTERS AND FRIENDS OF CLF
The following individuals, foundations, and organizations supported CLF during the 2015 Fiscal Year, August 1, 2014, through  
July 31, 2015. Their generosity and shared vision – of a healthy, thriving New England for all – have made CLF’s work possible.  
We thank our invaluable members whose continuing support helps protect New England’s environment for all. THANK YOU.

President’s Circle:  $50,000+

Anonymous (2)
Richard and Nonnie Burnes

Mr. and Mrs. John Carter
Mr. and Mrs. Horace A. Hildreth, Jr.

Mr. Douglas M. Kinney
Ted Ladd

Jerry Nelson
Ms. Elizabeth Steele and  
 Mr. Scott Hammond

Mr. and Mrs. John Abele
Mr. and Mrs. Dale P. Dougherty 

John and Nancy Hammond
Sara Molyneaux and Donald F. Law, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael B. Moskow
Ms. Diana E. Oehrli 

The Estate of Ms. Pamela M. Smith
Cyrus* and Barbara Sweet

Defenders:  $25,000 – $49,999

Counselors:  $10,000 – $24,999

Ec
oP

ho
to

gr
ap

hy
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* Deceased

Anonymous (2)
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Amory
Ms. Linda Noelle Cabot
Thomas and Patience Chamberlin
Meredith and Eugene Clapp

Mr. Thomas W. Haas
Mr. Gordon Hall III and  
 Ms. Caroline Taft Knowlton
Mrs. Serena M. Hatch
Barbara and Amos Hostetter

Harold Janeway
Mr. and Mrs. Howard M. Kilguss
Mr. Robert King and 
 Ms. Anne Faulkner
Brigitte and Hal Kingsbury

Sue and Chris Klem
Michael and Sally Lemelin
Sharon and Bradford Malt
Mrs. Anne H. Russell
Ms. Pamela M. Smith*
Mr. and Mrs. Renke Thye
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Guardians:  $5,000 – $9,999
Anonymous (5)
Mr. Kurt Adams
Jerry and Lynn Babicka
Bob and Pam Beck
The Estate of Richard Carlton
Mr. Russell N. DeJong* and
 Ms. Janetha A. Benson

Mr. Christopher Cabot
Mr. Anthony Ciardelli
Mr. and Mrs. George P. Denny III
Mr. Andrew J. Falender and
 Ms. Jaquelyn A. Lenth
Kim and Nancy Faulkner
The Estate of Mrs. Nancy W. Grady

Mr. John K. Graham and
 Ms. Katherine Munro
Dr. Michael J. Herz and  
 Ms. Kate Josephs
Mrs. Meg C. Hirshberg and  
 Mr. Gary Hirshberg
Mr. and Mrs. Seth Kerschner

George and Emily Lewis
Mrs. Charlotte S. Metcalf
The Estate of Mrs. Nina N. Purdon
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen C. Smith

Anonymous (7)
Mr. David T. Altshuler and  
 Dr. Sharman Altshuler
Mr. and Mrs. Joel B. Alvord
Mr. and Mrs. Reed P. Anthony, Jr.
Mrs. Dorothy H. Baldini*
Dr. Stephen Barr and  
 Ms. Martha Leggat-Barr
Sylvia Bates and Thomas Masland
Mr. Joseph Berman and  
 Ms. Sharon Cantor
Mr. Alexander A. Bernhard and  
 Ms. Myra Mayman
Mr. John M. Bradley
Scott and Mary Brown
Mr. Thomas A. Brown
The Reverend and  
 Mrs. Frederick C. Buechner
Mr. and Mrs. William Burgess
Mr. Ames Byrd
Mr. and Mrs. Charles C. Cabot III
Sarah Cannon Holden
Ms. Diana F. Chace
Mr. Michael Charney and  
 Dr. Loretta Mickley
George W. Chase and Sarah W. Chase
Mr. James Clemons
Ms. Lorni Cochran
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Coleman
Mr. Ferdinand Colloredo-Mansfeld
Philip Conkling and Paige Parker
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Connors
Mr. and Mrs. Woolsey S. Conover
Mr. and Mrs. William G. Coughlin
Alfred Cumming and Laurie Sedlmayr
Lewis* and Edith Dabney

Mr. and Mrs. Hillyard R. Danforth
Mr. Nelson J. Darling, Jr.
Mr. Robert Dorfman
Louise Durfee, Esq.
Mr. and Mrs. David Ellis
Mrs. Alan Emmet
Dr. Nathan Faulkner and  
 Dr. Julia Burdick
Mr. Bob V. Fogel
Mr. Douglas I. Foy
Ms. Marion Freeman and  
 Mr. Corson Ellis
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. V. French
Mr. and Mrs. John B. French
Mr. and Mrs. Jameson S. French
The Honorable Martha Fuller Clark  
 and Dr. Geoffrey E. Clark
Mr. and Mrs. Charles K. Gifford, Jr.
Tom and Lisa Goddard
Paula W. Gold, Esq.
Mr. Jerry Greenfield and  
 Ms. Elizabeth K. Skarie
Mr. Thomas J. Greytak
Mr. Martin L. Gross* and  
 Ms. Deirdre Sheerr-Gross
Ms. Elizabeth Haartz and  
 Mr. Walter E. Davis II
Mrs. Jane C. Hallowell
Mr. Joseph Hammer and  
 Ms. Margery Hamlen
Michele and Bob Hanss
Mr. Peter H. Hartline and  
 Ms. Rebecca B. Kucera
Mr. Timothy B. Harwood
Emily and Tom Haslett
Mr. Frederick Hewett

Mrs. Jutta B. Hicks
Robert J. Holmgren and Anita Spertus
Mr. W. Channing Howe*
Jayne Putnam Iafrate and  
 Barbara Stephens
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy A. Ingraham
Ms. Laura Jackson
Jane and DeWitt John
Ms. Anita L. Johnson
Leonard and Marjorie Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Karlson
Mr. and Mrs. Maximilian W. Kempner
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Krinsky
Mr. Andrew G. Larson and  
 Mr. Steven Gray
Ms. Marta Jo Lawrence
Dr. Judith A. Layzer*
Rob and Peggy Leeson
Thomas* and Barbara Leggat
Dick and Janet Lisle
Mr. Robert B. Lorenz
Peter and Elizabeth Loring
Mr. Jon Lund and Ms. Joan Sturmthal
Mr. and Mrs. Sean Mahoney
Mr. John McKee
Mr. and Mrs. James Mellowes
Mr. and Mrs. Mort Mendes
Ms. Josephine A. Merck and 
 Mr. James Stevenson 
Ms. Lucy D. Metcalf
Mr. and Mrs. Gerrish H. Milliken
Mr. Arthur C. and Mrs. Martha O. Milot
Mr. and Mrs. David Moir
Dr. Barbara C. Moore
Chris and Corinne Morahan
Mr. and Mrs. William F. Morrill

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen C. Morris
Mr. and Mrs. Edward F. Murray
Ms. Sarah E. Muyskens and  
 Mr. Michael I. Green
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Nessen
Ms. Molly Norton
Oedipus and Ms. Amy Hyson
Mr. and Mrs. David O’Neil
Mr. and Mrs. Richard D. Parsons
Christian and Honor Passow
Mr. and Mrs. John Mark Patek, Jr.
Stephanie and Jim Patrick
Dr. Jan A. Pechenik
Susan Blackmore Peterson and  
 John M. Teal
Mrs. Selina Peyser
Ms. Beth K. Pfeiffer
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Pike
Davis Pike
Mr. Sam Plimpton and  
 Ms. Wendy Shattuck
Frederick and Eleanor Pratt
Mr. Philip Preston
Mr. and Mrs. George Putnam III
Mr. and Mrs. Lamson Rheinfrank, Jr.
Henry and Jan Rines
Mrs. Deborah Robbins
Mr. Christopher duPont Roosevelt
Dr. Kenneth W. Ross
Mr. and Mrs. W. Allen Rossiter
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Sandy
Kate Saunders and John Grove
Preston* and Rebecca Saunders
Tedd and Ella Saunders
Ms. Thaleia Tsongas Schlesinger
Michael and Sally Schnitzer

Advocates Society:  $1,000 – $4,999

2015 FISCAL YEAR SUPPORT

* Deceased

Natalia Bratslavsky/Shutterstock Warren Price Photography/Shutterstock
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 Programs
 $6,296,477 

* Deceased

Stewards:  $500 – $999
Anonymous (5)
Mrs. Susan Bliss Alden
Ms. Marta K. Bach
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin M. Baker III
Mr. Eugene N. Bernat
Mr. Michael Boyson
Mr. Randy Bryan
Mr. and Mrs. Lalor Burdick
Ms. Susan Okie Bush
Ms. Laura Byergo
Ms. Elizabeth W. Cady
Mr. Levin H. Campbell, Jr.
Alexander M. and Carole Chanler
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin S. Clark
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Coffin
Dr. and Mrs. Robert John Collier
Drs. David Loring Conant and  
 Rebecca Elise Conant
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald E. Connor
Mr. David Conover
Drs. Robert C. Cooper and  
 Miriam Leeser
Mr. and Mrs. David Critchfield
Mr. and Mrs. Murray S. Danforth III
Ms. Harriet B. Dann
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence L. DelVecchio
Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. H. Dodge
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Dowling
Mr. David Ellenbogen
Mr. Richard Evans
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas O. Fitzsimmons
Nancy and Jim Fleming
Mr. and Mrs. John L. Gardner
Mr. Dakers C. Gowans and  
 Ms. Deborah Silver

Mr. P. Alexander Graham
Mrs. Marjorie Greville
Mr. David Griesinger
Mr. George M. Gross and  
 Ms. Barbara Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. John L. Hall II
Mr. Andrew P. Harper
Mr. John P. Harrod
Mr. Scott M. Harvey
Mr. John Heraty
Ms. Lisa Heyward and  
 Mr. Jock Crothers
Mrs. Patricia H. Highberg
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur C. Hodges
Mrs. Katharyn S. Hok
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey D. Horbar
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen A. Hutnak
Mr. and Mrs. Terry Irwin
Ms. Sally P. Johnson
Mr. Gary Johnson and  
 Ms. Luana Josvold
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Johnson
Mr. David B. Jones and  
 Ms. Allison K. Ryder
Dr. Bevin Kenney
Ms. Lori Kenschaft and  
 Mr. Randall Smith
Mr. Christopher Kilian
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Kneisel
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Knowles
Mr. Lawrence K. Kolodney and  
 Ms. Heather M. Nelson
Ms. Virginia M. Lawrence
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Lehner
Mr. Thomas A. Lehrer

Ms. Lisa Saltonstall Lewis and  
 Mr. Bartlett Dunbar
Ms. Britt Lundgren
Mr. Craig and Ms. Lisa MacDonnell
Mr. and Mrs. Nigel S. MacEwan
Mr. David S. Martin
Mr. and Mrs. Carl D. Martland
Dr. and Mrs. Scott McDougal
Mr. Alan McIlhenny and  
 Dr. Elizabeth M. Ackerson
Ms. Karena A. McKinney
Dr. Shelley H. Metzenbaum and  
 Dr. Steven L. Kelman
Ms. Barbara W. Meyer and  
 Mr. Michael Perloff
Mr. Ronald J. Miller
Ms. Elizabeth H. Muench
Mr. Jeffrey H. Munger
Dr. John Nelson
Mr. Paul C. Nicholson, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Ian C. T. Nisbet
Walter* and Helen Norton
Ms. Gail Osherenko and  
 Mr. Oran R. Young
Mr. and Mrs. Garry Plunkett
Mr. Bud Ris
Mr. and Mrs. Peter J. Robbins
Dr. and Mrs. Richard J. Roberts
Mr. Daniel Rosan
Mr. Mitchell A. Rosenberg and  
 Ms. Belle L. Halpern
Mr. Kurt W. Roth and  
 Ms. Jan E. Lerbinger
Dr. and Mrs. Marvin Rubin
 

Ms. Sarah Russell and  
 Mr. Joe Reynolds
Ms. Elisabeth Selkirk
Mr. Richard P. Sergel and  
 Ms. Susan K. Baggett
Mr. and Mrs. Chi Ho Sham
Mr. and Mrs. Peter L. Sheldon
Mr. Dick Smith
Dr. Karen R. Sollins
Mr. Campbell Steward
Mrs. Lois H. Surgenor
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Swan
Roger and Ann Sweet
Mr. and Mrs. Bradley Thayer
Ms. Rebecca Todd and Dr. Mark Long
Ms. Thalia C. Tringo
Ms. Renata von Tscharner
Robert and Margaret Wallis
Mr. Eric M. Wassermann and  
 Ms. Janell M. Schweickert
Mr. and Mrs. C. B. Waud
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin V. White III
Mr. E. Andrew Wilde, Jr.
Mr. T. Walley Williams III
Mr. Kalman A. Winer and  
 Ms. Linda Tatelbaum
Mr. Timothy Woodman
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Woolmington
Mr. John T. Wroclawski
Mr. Paul C. Zabriskie and  
 Ms. Beth Holtzman

Ann and Dean Seibert
Mr. and Mrs. George T. Shaw
Mr. and Mrs. Austin C. Smith
Ms. Marilyn Ray Smith and  
 Mr. Charlie Freifeld
Mike and Jean Smith
Mr. Robert Mason Smith
Mr. W. Mason Smith III
Ms. Nancy B. Soulette
Rep. Judith Spang and Mr. Carl Spang
Dr. and Mrs. Peter K. Speert

Mr. and Mrs. John Stadler
Mr. and Mrs. A. Holmes Stockly
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Stone
VJ and Craig Strehl
Dr. Victoria Sujata
Mr. and Mrs. Elliot M. Surkin
Mr. Donald Sussman
Mr. and Mrs. Hooker Talcott, Jr.
Mr. Carl B. Taplin
Mr. Thomas Tarpey and  
 Ms. Carolyn King

Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin B. Taylor
Mr. and Ms. David V. N. Taylor
Ms. Carol M. Taylor and  
 Mr. John H. Deknatel
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey M. Tettlebaum
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Thomas, Sr.
Anna Marie and John E. Thron
Frances and Peter Trafton
Mr. Richard Voos
Ms. Janet M. Ward
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Warner

Chris Welles
Ms. Karen Wilcox
Ms. Deborah E. Wiley
Mr. Dudley H. Willis
Ms. Joslyn Wilschek and  
 Mr. Anthony Iarrapino
Ms. Kelsey Wirth and  
 Dr. Samuel Myers
Ms. Sara L. Wragge
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffries Wyman, Jr.
Mr. Andy Zucker

Advocates Society:  $1,000 – $4,999 (continued)

Anonymous (3)
Mr. Christopher Cabot
Bradley M. Campbell
Louise Durfee, Esq.
Mr. Robert G. Erwin
Mr. and Mrs. Jacques P. Fiechter
Gordon Hall

Ms. Annette M. Higby and  
 Mr. Martin Strange
The Honorable and Mrs. Philip H. Hoff
Jayne Putnam Iafrate
Harold W. Janeway
Marilyn P. Johnson
Ms. Caroline Taft Knowlton
Ted Ladd

Mrs. Roxanne Leighton
Mrs. Priscilla H. Long
Ms. Pamela Lee Lowry
Sharon and Bradford Malt
Sara Molyneaux and Donald Law, Jr.
Dr. Jan A. Pechenik
Mr. Philip Preston

Mrs. Margaret E. Richardson
Ms. Ann Savre
Mr. Jeffrey W. Scott
Mr. and Mrs. Henry D. Sharpe, Jr.
Peter Shelley, Esq.
Mr. Robert Bradley Summers
Mr. E. Andrew Wilde, Jr.
Mr. Peter Wolfe

The Charles Cabot Society  Donors who have generously included CLF in their will or have established a planned gift

The CLF Champions Club  Donors who participate in monthly or quarterly giving to CLF

Anonymous (1)
Dr. Ricardo Baratto
Mr. Eric Buehrens
Ms. Lee E. Caras
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Connors
Mr. and Mrs. Greg A. Crockett
Mr. W. Norris Dale and  
 Mrs. Elizabeth G. Dale
Ms. Georgette Defriesse
Mr. and Mrs. Robert R. Evans
Mr. Matthew Farrellee

Ms. Elizabeth Golubitsky
Ms. Carol R. Gregory
Mr. John Hopkins
Mr. Joshua Jackson
Ms. Ardis Johnston
Ms. Sylvia Knight
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Mark   
 Kraczkiewicz
Mr. Andrew G. Larson and  
 Mr. Steven Gray
Mr. Conrad Liebenow

Mr. Alex Marks
Ms. Ellen R. Miller
Ms. Evelyn Miller
Mr. Tom Miller
Mr. Christian N. MilNeil
Mr. Seanan Murphy
Dr. John Nelson
Mr. Erik Nilsen
Ms. Sherri Nixon
Mrs. Karen Paquin
Mr. Asheen Phansey

Ms. Katherine Raisz
Ms. Jane A. Rothchild
Mr. Laurence J. Slotnick
Dr. David W. J. Stein
Mr. Timothy J. Sullivan
Mr. Andrew Swayze
Mr. Patrick Walling
Mr. Peter Whitman and  
 Dr. Barbara Deuell
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Gifts in Honor of  (Bolded names are those being honored)

Prof. JoAnn Carmin  
Ms. Thalia C. Tringo  

Mr. Sloan Critchfield  
Mr. and Mrs. David Critchfield

Mrs. Sally M. Cross  
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Shelley 
Mr. Larry Diamond  
Ms. Linda Z. Chernick 

 

James and Hannah Gowans  
Mr. Dakers C. Gowans and  
 Ms. Deborah Silver  
Ms. Anna N. Hollum  
Mr. Harry Hollum  
Mr. Kenneth Moskow  
Mr. and Mrs. D. Reid Weedon, Jr. 

Ms. Sally Newbury  
Mrs. Alan Emmet 

Mr. Michael Baram
Blue Hills Bank Pavilion
Mr. Tom Bryan
Mr. Malcolm C. Burson
Copley Focus Centers, Inc.
Ms. Nicole S. Corvini
Mr. John L. Davenport
Mr. and Mrs. Mitch Kalter

Live Nation
Mr. John A. Pike
Shearman & Sterling LLP
Sullivan & Worcester LLP
Thompson & Bowie, LLP
Ms. Anne Louise C. Van Nostrand
Welch & Forbes LLC
White & Case LLP

Gifts in Memory of  (Bolded names are those being remembered) Gifts in Kind

Mr. Bill Abel  
Ms. Marian Zelazny

Mr. Ron Balk  
Ms. Carol Woolfe

Ms. Jessica Barton  
Mr. Stewart Long

Ms. Olivia Biasotti  
Mrs. Mary L. Biasotti

Mr. Andrew J. Falender  
Ms. Sara Mattes and  
 Mr. Jerome Ritz

Ms. Jill Fallon  
Ms. Julie Fallon

Mrs. Virginia R. Foote   
Mr. and Mrs. Lamson Rheinfrank, Jr.

Dr. Dale Hattis  
Ms. Thalia C. Tringo

Ms. Jillian Henrichen  
Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Handzel

Anthony N. L. Iarrapino, Esq.  
Ms. Glenda Haskell and  
 Mr. Rick Reichman

Ms. Ann Jones  
Ms. Jessica F. Munro

Maximilian and Paige Kempner  
Mr. and Mrs. Paul C. Kempner 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter C. Mayne 
Mr. Joel W. Meyerson and  
 Ms. Daphne E. Kempner

Mr. Rafael Mares  
Mr. Kenneth Krause

Ms. Sara Molyneaux  
Mr. and Mrs. Doug Borg

Richard and Laura Parsons  
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Weinberg

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Poss  
Dr. and Mrs. David S. Hutchison

Zach and Tina Rice  
Ms. Sharon Rice

Ms. Jenny Rushlow  
Mr. Ben Carmichael  
Ms. Susan Reid

Mr. Alan Sawyer  
Ms. Mariah McNamara

Mr. Mike Smith  
Mr. Kevin Peterson and  
 Ms. Rebecca Lovejoy

Mrs. John Warren  
Dr. and Mrs. David S. Hutchison 

2015 FISCAL YEAR SUPPORT

Anonymous (4)
Aldermere Foundation
Alvord Family Foundation
Angel Foundation
The Argosy Foundation
Baker-Root Family Foundation
Barr Foundation
The Howard Bayne Fund
Beck Foundation
Barnett and Anne Berch  
 Foundation, Inc.
The Betterment Fund
John Bickford Foundation
Ruth H. Brown Foundation
Buck Family Fund of the  
 Maine Community Foundation
The Bydale Foundation
Paul C. & Virginia C. Cabot  
 Charitable Trust
Castanea Foundation, Inc.
The Common Sense Fund, Inc.
Sarah K. de Coizart Article  
 TENTH Perpetual Charitable Trust
Nancy C. and Dale 
 Dougherty Foundation
The Educational Foundation of America
The Energy Foundation
Fish Family Foundation

Fishhawk Foundation
Peter D. Gamble Scholarship 
 Foundation, Inc.
The Gruben Charitable Foundation
Haffenreffer Family Fund
Philip S. Harper Foundation
The Hassenfeld Foundation
Hicks Family Charitable Foundation
The Ironwood Foundation, Inc.
Island Foundation, Inc.
Jebediah Foundation
The John Merck Fund
Johnson Family Foundation of the 
 VT Community Foundation
The Kelsey Trust
Kenwood Foundation
Knox Family Foundation
Emily Landecker Foundation, Inc.
The Forrest and Frances 
 Lattner Foundation
The Ruth and Hal Launders 
 Charitable Trust
Leaves Of Grass Fund
The Muriel and Norman B. 
 Leventhal Family Foundation
Lewis Family Foundation
The Lintilhac Foundation
Maverick Lloyd Foundation

McAdams Charitable Foundation
John F. and Dorothy H. 
 McCabe Environmental Fund
Merck Family Fund
Mertz Gilmore Foundation
Middlecott Foundation
George H. & Jane A. Mifflin 
 Memorial Fund
Herman and Frieda L. Miller  
 Foundation
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation
New Hampshire Charitable Foundation
New Venture Fund
The New York Community Trust
The North Pond Foundation
Ocean Ledges Fund of the 
 Maine Community Foundation
The Orchard Foundation
Margo and Joe Osherenko Foundation
The Page Foundation
The William Penn Foundation
Frederick M. Peyser Jr. Foundation
Pleasant River Wildlife Foundation
The Prentice Foundation
Preservation Trust of Vermont
The Prospect Fund
The Prospect Hill Foundation
Olive Higgins Prouty Foundation

Putnam Foundation
Rheinfrank Foundation
The Rhode Island Foundation
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
The Allan B. and Frances M. Roby  
 Charitable Trust
Rockefeller Brothers Fund
Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors
Richard Saltonstall Charitable 
 Foundation
The Scherman Foundation, Inc.
The Seth Sprague Educational and 
 Charitable Foundation
Elmina B. Sewall Foundation
Sharpe Family Foundation /  
 Julie and Henry Sharpe III
Sharpe Family Foundation /  
 Peggy Sharpe
Sharpe Family Foundation /  
 Sarah Sharpe and John Powley
The Shifting Foundation
Silver Mountain Foundation for the Arts
The Silver Tie Fund, Inc.
The Telaka Foundation
The WaterWheel Foundation
WestWind Foundation
Zankel Family Foundation

Foundation Grants

Albert Pego/IStock



Acadia Management Co.
Amazon Smile Foundation
Baltimore Community Foundation
Bank of America Charitable Gift Fund
The Beacon Hill Garden Club, Inc.
Becton Dickinson Foundation
Ben and Jerry’s Foundation
Biogen Idec Foundation
BlackRock Matching Gift Program
BNY Mellon Charitable Gift Fund
Bob’s Clam Hut
Cape Elizabeth Land Trust
Cell Signaling Technology, Inc.
The Chicago Community Trust
Chobee Hoy Associates
COVER Technologies, Inc.

EarthShare of New England
EatonVance Investment Counsel
Eldredge Lumber & Hardware Inc.
Ensign-Bickford Foundation, Inc.
Federal Republic of Germany
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
FJC
FM Global Foundation
GE Foundation
Great Bay Trout Unlimited
Great Island Garden Club
Hackle & Tackle Club
Houghton Mifflin Company
S.A. Hutnak & Associates, LLC
Ipswich River Watershed Association
King Spruce Company

Loring, Wolcott and Coolidge
Maine State Employees Combined  
 Charitable Appeal
Massachusetts Growth 
 Capital Corporation
Montague Corporation
Natural Resources Defense Council
New England Biolabs, Inc.
The Orvis Company
Philip Conkling & Associates
Plymouth Rock Assurance Corporation
Portland Greendrinks
Robert S. Dorfman Company, Inc.
Ropes & Gray LLP
Somerville Community Corporation
State Street Corporation

Stonyfield Farm Yogurt
Temple Hillel B’nai Torah
TripAdvisor Charitable Foundation
Two Rivers-Ottaquechee 
 Regional Commission
The U.S. Charitable Gift Trust
United Way of Northwest Vermont, Inc.
United Way of Rhode Island
UnitedHealth Group
Vanguard Charitable
Vermont Public Interest  
 Research Group, Inc.
Williams College Libraries
Winchester Unitarian Society
Wine Investment Associates
Women’s Community Committee

Corporate and Organization Gifts

Daniel Amory, Esq.
M. Robin Barone, Esq.
Eugene H. Clapp, Treasurer
David W. Ellis, Ph.D., Vice Chair
Andrew Falender
Douglas I. Foy, Esq.
Paula W. Gold, Esq.
John T. Goodhue
Gordon Hall III, Vice Chair
John S. Hammond III
Whitney Hatch

EkOngKar Singh Khalsa
Kate Kilguss, Esq.
Richard Lisle
Sharon Malt
Travis McCready
Sara Molyneaux, Chair
Michael B. Moskow
Peter Nessen, Vice Chair
Thaleia T. Schlesinger, Clerk
Stuart V. Smith, Jr.
Bradley Campbell, President, CLF

Board of Trustees
Philip W. Conkling
Jenny Y. duPont
John B. French, Esq.
Robert H. Gardiner, Jr.
John T. Goodhue
Horace A. Hildreth, Jr., Esq.
Jacquie L. Kay
Maximilian W. Kempner, Esq.

Edward H. Ladd
Sharon Malt
Karena A. McKinney
Michael B. Moskow, Chair
Peggy B.  Sharpe
Benjamin B. Taylor
Alan Wilson, Esq.

Board of Overseers

Eugene Bernat 
Eugene H. Clapp, Chair
Jack French, Esq.
Paula W. Gold, Esq.
Gordon Hall III
Jacquie L. Kay
Sara Molyneaux

Michael B. Moskow
Peter Nessen, Vice Chair
John M. Teal, Ph.D.
William Coleman,  
 Senior Vice President, CLF
Sean Mahoney,  
 Executive Vice President, CLF

CLF Ventures, Inc., Board of Directors
Joseph S. Berman, Esq.
Christopher Cabot, Esq.
Madeline Fraser Cook 
John B. French, Esq.
John T. Goodhue
John K. Graham, Esq.
John S. Hammond III

Whitney Hatch, Chair
EkOngKar Singh Khalsa
Susan Klem 
Jan A. Pechenik, Ph.D. 
Thaleia T. Schlesinger
Chi Ho Sham, Ph.D.
Peter C. Westover

Massachusetts State Board

Daniel Amory, Esq., Chair
Philip W. Conkling
Gordon Hall III
Anne Hayden
Michael Herz
 

Horace A. Hildreth, Jr., Esq.
DeWitt John, Vice Chair
Lucia P. A. Kearns
Brigitte L. Kingsbury
Carleton Davis Pike

Maine State Board
Scott Brown
Alice Chamberlin
George W. Chase
Julie Dunfey
Ann Hackl
Harold Janeway

Robert King, Vice Chair
Britt Lundgren
Stuart V. Smith, Jr., Chair
Scott Wakeman
Janet Ward

New Hampshire State Board

Trudy Coxe
Thomas P. I. Goddard
Margaret Kerr
Kate Kilguss, Esq., Chair 
Robert Leeson, Jr.
Richard W. Lisle, Vice Chair

William S. Mott
Peggy B. Sharpe
Judith Taft
Dr. Peter Trafton
Benjamin V. White III, Esq.

Rhode Island State Board
M. Robin Barone, Esq.
Patrick Berry
Jay Diaz, Esq.
Crea Lintilhac
Charlotte Metcalf
Elizabeth Miller, Esq.

Janet E. Milne, Esq.
Jim Murphy, Esq.
Beth Montuori Rowles
Ann Seibert, Chair 
Andrew Stewart

Vermont State Board

CLF BOARD MEMBERS  as of November 1, 2016
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Conservation Matters    Fall 2016         

Contact us today to learn more  
about giving to CLF.

Rosalind Waltz-Peters
Development Assistant
617.850.1725 
rwaltz-peters@clf.org

Photos: Roger Farrington, Roger Metcalf, CLF

As a member of the Advocates Society, you will 
receive special insider updates on CLF’s work 
directly from your state’s leading advocate. 
Members also receive special recognition in 
CLF publications, invitations to special events, 
and a subscription to Conservation Matters. Your 
support gives the environment a voice in the 
courtroom and in the statehouse.

CLF established the Advocates Society to 
recognize the generous individuals who make the 
commitment to support CLF’s work with a gift of 
$1,000 or more each year. 

Join the Advocates Society today!
www.clf.org/advocatessociety

JOIN THE ADVOCATES SOCIETY TODAY!

EVENTS



Keene

A Travel Guide to CLF’s New England

Mt. Greylock

Franconia Notch

Casco Bay

Cashes Ledge

Passamaquoddy Bay

Charles River

Green Mountain 
National Forest

White Mountain 
National Forest

Cape Cod 
National Seashore

Penobscot River

Narragansett Bay

Georges Bank

Coral Canyons 
and Seamounts

Boston Harbor

Big River
Management Area

Lake Champlain

Great Bay Estuary

Over our first 50 years, CLF has helped to protect some of New 
England’s most iconic landscapes, from forests and farms to 
lakes and mountains. We’re working day in and day out to ensure 
that the things we all love about New England are here not only 
for our children to enjoy, but for their children and generations to 
come. Here are just a few of the places that CLF has played 
a role in protecting. Happy travels!

Photos: EcoPhotography, Brian Skerry, NOAA/Okeanos Explorer, Jill Scalzi/IStock, LUNAMARINA/IStock, Jay Woodworth/CC 2.0, 

Shutterstock: Liquid Productions, LLC, f11photo, Jose Lledo, Stephen G. Page, SF photo, Joyce Vincent, Mike McDonald



FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE ADVOCATES SOCIETY 
visit www.clf.org/advocatessociety

WHY WE GIVE TO CLF

“Many of us worry about the decisions being made in our state legislatures 
regarding the environment, energy policy, and our natural resources. We 
need CLF at the table when government representatives feel pressure 
from lobbyists and corporations whose interests aren’t necessarily in 
creating policy that favors the residents of Maine and New England.

CLF understands the value of thinking ahead and planning strategically 
rather than reacting to issues after they have become insurmountable 
problems. They are the watchdogs and advocates working to identify and 
solve the most pressing environmental issues. When we donate to CLF, we 
know our money is being used deliberately and effectively to solve
 problems and resolve issues about which we feel strongly.”
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