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LETTER FROM THE CHAIR

LETTERS

hen I reflect on CLF’s 
successes year after  

year, I am always struck 
by the complexity of the 

challenges we take on and the breadth  
of the solutions we develop. 

We have perfected the art of achieving 
solutions that are good not just for the 
planet, but also for people, communities, 
and the economy.

This breadth and complexity means that 
our victories are rarely achieved overnight. 
Often, they take months, years, and even 
decades to see through to the end. 

It is this ability to navigate such solutions, 
to weather changes in political winds, 
and to push for groundbreaking legal 
precedents that makes CLF so unique,  
effective, and respected by foes and  
allies alike.

W
In this special issue of Conservation 
Matters, we want to take you behind the 
scenes of this work, to give you a glimpse 
into how we break down challenges and 
take advantage of opportunities to create 
a healthy, thriving New England – not just 
for today, but for generations to come.

We’ll take you inside:
• 	how our success in cleaning up Boston 

Harbor has led to a new campaign 
to ensure the waterfront remains a 
welcoming and resilient place for all,

•	 the decisions that led to our landmark 
lawsuit to enforce the Commonwealth’s 
climate pollution law, 

• 	the resolve needed to sustain our  
years-long effort to save Lake 
Champlain’s polluted waters, 

• 	the impetus behind our work to  
protect more New Hampshire children 
from the tragedy of childhood lead 
poisoning, and

• 	how our pioneering work on ocean 
planning became a national priority.

And, while these stories have their share 
of courtroom drama, legislative wrangling, 
difficult compromises, and hard-fought 
victories, the common thread through all of 
them is you – our partners, our volunteers, 
and our donors. Without you standing by 
our side day in and day out, year in and 
year out, none of these successes would be 
possible.

Thank you for joining us in these fights. 

Sara Molyneaux 
Chair, Board of Trustees
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
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A
s I write this, we are in the midst 

of what is perhaps the most 
challenging and unpredictable 
period for social progress and 

environmental justice in CLF’s long history.

In the media, the past 15 months have 
been defined largely by a volatile president 
and a federal administration that has 
proved relentless in its efforts to weaken 
or eliminate standards that protect our 
nation’s climate, health, economy, and 
natural treasures.

But for me, the last 15 months have been 
defined by you. You have not only stepped 
up to help CLF meet these challenges, but 
you have also spoken out with us, marched 
alongside us, and made your presence 
known in hearing rooms and courtrooms 
throughout New England.

You have also supported us more 
generously than ever before – both  
those who have been giving to CLF for 
years and those we are welcoming as 
members for the first time. 

And the power of your support is nothing 
short of extraordinary. Together we are 
holding the line against irresponsible 
rollbacks that would see us dredge up 
our fossil-fuel-addicted past – and we are 
moving forward our clean energy future 
by making progress in cutting climate-
damaging pollution across the region.

But I am still uneasy. The onslaught  
of attacks on environmental progress  
and social justice threatens to exhaust  
us and make us complacent. We cannot 
become accustomed to the dangers posed 
by federal actions or accept any of this as 
the new normal.

Nor should we wax wistful for the pre-
election status quo, because, for years, 
extreme partisanship and disdain for 
science have hampered any attempt 
to restore the bipartisan tradition of 
environmental protection.

So as we celebrate our progress in this 
annual state-of-the-region report – and 
count the tough battles still to come –  
I urge you to remain vigilant, active, and 
engaged. We are at an unprecedented 
moment in our history, and future 
generations will ask all of us, “What  
did you do?” 

I want us all to be able to say, we stood up 
and stood fast, we fought back and fought 
forward – and we made New England a 
healthier, more vibrant place for all.

Bradley Campbell
President
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RECLAIMING THE PEOPLE’S HARBOR
After 30 Years, the Fight for Boston Harbor Enters a New Phase

WE NEVER GIVE UP AND GO HOME BECAUSE WE ARE HOME

t doesn’t take long for Peter 
Shelley to warm to his story, 
though he’s told it countless 
times before. It’s the case that 

has defined the career of CLF’s senior 
statesman, transformed the organization 
into a litigation powerhouse, and changed 
the face of Boston forever. 

It’s the story of Boston Harbor, and it 
begins like so many modern epics – with 
an intrepid reporter, a three-part exposé, 
and a life-changing phone call. 

The reporter was the Boston Globe’s 
Diane Dumanoski and it was December 
of 1982. Michael Dukakis had just 
been elected to his second run as 
Massachusetts’s governor and Kevin 
White was nearing the end of his 25-year 
career as the city’s mayor. The Sunday 
before Christmas, a Globe headline 
laid bare the city’s worst-kept secret: 
“Boston’s Open Sewer: Raw or treated, 
the sewage flows into Boston Harbor.”
 

Over a three-part series, Dumanoski 
reported on the failures of a system that 
allowed 43 cities and towns to dump more 
than 450 gallons of treated sewage and 
100 tons of sludge into Boston Harbor 
every day. Human waste had washed up 
on local beaches and the harbor was 
dying. Fish had disappeared, and only 
sludge worms could survive in the muck 
that now covered the harbor floor.

CLF President Doug Foy read the series 
with horror. How had the situation gotten 
this far? And how had he and his small 
team not already known how dire it had 
become? He knew one thing for certain, 
however: CLF wasn’t going to sit back and 
wait for someone else to take care of this 
mess. Foy picked up the phone and called 
a young lawyer who had gotten his start 
at CLF five years earlier by successfully 
suing the federal government to stop oil 
drilling off Georges Bank. 

Peter Shelley didn’t hesitate to accept 
Foy’s offer to return to CLF to lead its 

Boston Harbor litigation. In July of 
1983, he and his family moved back 
to Massachusetts. A few weeks later, 
CLF put the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA), the Commonwealth, and 
the Metropolitan District Commission 
(MDC), the agency charged with 
operating the area’s failing waste 
treatment plants, on notice: CLF was 
taking them to court to force the long 
overdue clean-up of the city’s “harbor 
of shame.”

 As Shelley and the CLF team dug into 
the situation, they knew the law was 
firmly on their side. “We had no concern 
about the blatant illegality of what was 
going on,” he says, as the problems 
were well documented, including by EPA 
and the MDC.

What no one fully appreciated at the 
time, though, was just how big the  
problem really was – or how long and 
expensive the clean-up would be. It 
wasn’t only one treatment plant failing. 

A wave of luxury development threatens to wall off the experience of Boston Harbor from the people who paid to clean it up, just as the waterfront was once  
literally walled off behind the city’s Central Artery expressway. 
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CLF reached a settlement agreement with the developers of a luxury condominium project 
that will increase public access to the Boston waterfront, add a sizable new public dock, 
and jump-start the creation of a new public park in South Boston. CLF’s persistence in 
appealing the project’s waterfront license, over the vocal objection of City agencies and 
prominent elected officials, sends a strong message that CLF will take on the battles 
necessary to protect every person’s right, no matter where they live, to have access to  
and enjoy their waterfront. 

In the wake of a winter that saw Boston-area neighborhoods flooded by not one but two 
historic storms, CLF released a first-of-its-kind report detailing the legal liability facing 
developers, engineers, architects, and local officials when it comes to adapting buildings, 
roads, and other critical infrastructure to withstand the impacts of climate change.  
The release garnered significant media attention, allowing CLF to raise awareness  
of these issues and start a national dialogue about the lack of state and municipal 
requirements for ensuring buildings are climate-ready. 
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It was the entire system of how waste was 
handled from source to sea. The clean-up 
that CLF kickstarted in 1983 would 
ultimately take three decades to achieve. 
And it would succeed only because of 
the courage and commitment of local 
judges, the newly created Massachusetts 
Water Resources Commission, some of 
the world’s best engineers, and federal 
regulators – and, of course, CLF waiting 
in the wings to hold them all accountable 
for any lapses. 

“We weren’t going to accept excuses,” 
Shelley says. “This was our home and  
we were going to fight for it.”

But as Shelley reflects on those years 
today, for him, the true heroes of this 
story are the people of Boston and 
beyond. Their hard-earned dollars paid 
for the multi-billion-dollar rebuilding of 
the area’s crumbling waste management 
infrastructure and spurred the trans-
formation of harborfront neighborhoods 
from bleak to beautiful – a transformation 
that ironically now threatens to shut out 
the very people who made it possible. 

Even though Boston Harbor is now dra-
matically cleaner, a national park gilds its 
waters, and a Harborwalk beckons to the 
public, “people around Boston still don’t 
connect to the Harbor and the waterfront 
in the way that they deserve to,” Shelley 
says. If the rampant development boom 
enveloping the Seaport and other water-
front neighborhoods continues unabated, 
they may never have the chance to.

“Today, the issues around the Harbor are 
about equity and fairness,” Shelley says. 
“Developers are free riders, benefiting 
from the people who labored and paid 
sewerage fees for decades to make  

these changes happen. Developers did 
not pay to clean up the Harbor or take 
down the Central Artery. They didn’t build 
the Silver Line, or the convention center, 
or any of the other features that have 
made the Harbor as attractive as it is now 
for private development.”

But developers are reaping huge profits 
from those public investments. In the 
process, Shelley fears, they are walling 
off the entire experience of the harbor-
front from the people of Boston – almost 
as it was once literally walled off behind 
the “iron curtain” of the Central Artery. 

The problems with the Harbor now are 
harder to see from the outside, masked 
as they are behind shining new buildings 
put up where parking lots once ruled. 
But as another landmark Boston Globe 
series revealed just a few months ago, 
the Seaport is in danger of perpetuating a 
racist and classist past that Boston would 

HIGHLIGHTS

dearly like to believe it has left behind. 
That concern has galvanized CLF to fight 
for Boston Harbor’s future once again.

“Boston Harbor and the waterfront 
belong to everybody – it’s their right,”  
he says. “You can’t take that for granted. 
We need to think about what makes 
a great community for every Boston 
resident – and not just for those living in 
the luxury developments now typifying 
Harborfront neighborhoods.”

After more than 30 years, no one would 
fault Shelley for leaving this fight to the 
next generation of CLF advocates. But 
it’s not really in his nature do to so. “This 
case certainly embedded in me, and in 
CLF, that these things that we fight for 
– this quality of life for everyone – these 
are not battles that you just win and 
they’re done,” he says. “You have to keep 
at it because these victories are only as 
good as the last fight.” t 
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CLASHING OVER CARBON
The Decade-Long Effort to Enforce New England’s Groundbreaking Climate Law
by Megan Samenfeld-Specht

n 2014, CLF faced a crossroads  
in its efforts to address the growing 
climate crisis. In Massachusetts,  
the Commonwealth’s groundbreak-

ing climate change law, the Global Warming 
Solutions Act (GWSA), was gathering dust 
as the State missed key deadlines for put-
ting in place required regulations to cut its 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

CLF had fought hard to pass the GWSA 
back in 2008. With the clock ticking to 
meet the GWSA’s ambitious emissions 
goals, the organization made a number of 
unsuccessful attempts to work with the 
Commonwealth to fully implement the 
law. By 2014, the State’s lack of action had 
begun to endanger the GWSA’s first legal 
milestone: to cut climate pollution by 20 
percent below 1990 levels by 2020. 

With the State insisting it had done enough 
to enact the law, CLF had to make a choice: 
to continue trying to work behind the scenes 
or to fight it out in the courts and let them 
rule on the true intent of the GWSA. CLF 
chose to fight. 

WE’RE READY TO TAKE ON POWERFUL OPPONENTS. AND WIN

Anytime CLF files a lawsuit, there’s a 
calculated risk. “We’ve always been edgy,” 
says Greg Cunningham, Vice President 
and Director of CLF’s Clean Energy 
and Climate Change program. “But we 
recognize that there is a risk in everything 
we’re doing, and so we don’t make these 
decisions lightly.” In this case, CLF’s legal 
advocates spent months weighing the 
plusses and minuses of action and the 
best way to carry it out. 

They knew that, even without full 
implementation, the GWSA was a  
valuable tool in the organization’s 
advocacy efforts. Largely thanks to the 
State’s inaction, CLF had stepped in 
itself to hold power plant and pipeline 
developers accountable to the law’s 
emissions goals. If a judge were to 
disagree with the organization now,  
would that endanger an important tool  
in the fight to cut carbon pollution? 

After much thoughtful discussion and 
exhaustion of other avenues, Cunningham 
explains that “ultimately, it was the 

recognition that the principal work of this 
critical law wasn’t getting done” that led 
CLF to bring its fight to the courts. The 
GWSA was just too important to be ignored.

The decision made, the next step was 
to assemble the legal case. That meant 
finding the right partners to act as 
plaintiffs in the suit. A shared frustration 
with the Commonwealth’s lack of action 
on the GWSA brought the Massachusetts 
Energy Consumers Alliance to the 
table. Alongside CLF and Mass Energy 
stood four local high school students 
represented by Sugarman Rogers 
Barshak & Cohen. The students brought 
with them a compelling sense of urgency. 
They embodied “that most vulnerable 
group that will own the problems that we 
fail to fix today,” Cunningham says. 

Two years after it was filed, the lawsuit 
came before the Massachusetts Supreme 
Judicial Court. A lower court had already 
rejected CLF’s argument, but Cunningham 
and his team felt buoyed by the State’s 
highest court agreeing to hear the case. 
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Senior Attorney Jenny Rushlow successfully argued CLF’s case before  
Massachusetts’s Supreme Judicial Court, asserting that the Commonwealth  
had failed to fully implement its landmark climate law, aimed at drastically  
cutting carbon pollution in the state by 2050.

CLF celebrated a major victory in its 
nearly decade-long fight to stop the 
Northern Pass transmission project when 
New Hampshire regulators denied the 
controversial venture a permit needed to 
proceed to construction. As of this writing, 
Northern Pass is appealing the regulators’ 
decision, but CLF is confident that this 
damaging project, which has garnered 
strong opposition from residents, impacted 
communities, and environmental groups, 
is finally on the verge of being shut down 
for good.

When Maine Governor LePage issued 
an executive order placing an illegal 
moratorium on new wind power in the 
state, CLF immediately took him to court. 
This is just the latest in CLF’s ongoing 
efforts to prevent the LePage administration 
from undermining the growth of clean 
energy in the state. As the administration 
winds down to its final months in office, CLF 
will remain vigilant in fighting its regressive 
policies while pushing forward the clean, 
local energy our climate demands and the 
people of Maine want. 

CLF is working at the Rhode Island State 
House to pass a Global Warming Solutions 
Act (GWSA) for the Ocean State. Like 
Massachusetts’s GWSA, the Rhode Island 
bill will require the government to set 
regulations now that put the state on track 
to reduce carbon pollution by 2050. CLF’s 
push for the Rhode Island GWSA is part of 
its New England for Paris campaign, which 
aims to create laws across the region to 
curtail climate-damaging emissions and 
promote clean, renewable energy solutions. 

They were right to. After hearing the 
arguments led by CLF Senior Attorney 
Jenny Rushlow, the Supreme Judicial 
Court handed down a landmark decision 
requiring the State’s Department of 
Environmental Protection to establish 
regulations to implement the GWSA fully. 
CLF was thrilled by the decision and the 
strong encouragement in the words of the 
justices that Cunningham says reflected 
“a human responsibility and a societal 
responsibility” to address climate change.

With the court case resolved, CLF shifted 
from being the State’s antagonist to its 
ally, ready and eager to work with the 
Commonwealth to set in motion the 
long overdue regulations. The Baker 
administration responded swiftly. 
Within days of the court’s decision, the 
Department of Environmental Protection 
reached out to CLF and asked for input 
on the proposed regulations. The State’s 
open and inclusive process not only 
resulted in the release of new regulations 
in August 2017, it also helped to establish 
a collaborative and productive relationship 
between CLF and the Department of 

Environmental Protection, to the benefit 
of all involved. 

It takes preparation, passion, and 
cooperation to achieve a striking win with 
such far-reaching consequences for the 
climate, Massachusetts, and children 
around the country. The Commonwealth 
is now able to show other states that they 
can take strong action on climate and, as 
Cunningham says, “the sky won’t fall if 
you act. The economy can not only chug 
along, it can thrive; at the same time, you 
will be addressing the greatest threat to 
our civilization and our region.” 

With federal rollbacks on climate action 
ongoing, this kind of local leadership is 
more important than ever. Through well-
calculated risks and carefully implemented 
action, CLF and its allies have ensured that 
Massachusetts will continue to lead the 
region, and the nation, in fighting climate 
change. And CLF now has a proven model 
for pushing for legal climate goals in other 
states that will usher in the end of the era 
of fossil fuels in New England. t
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SAVING LAKE CHAMPLAIN 
Law, Policy, and Grassroots Activism in the Push for a Healthy Lake

WE MAKE EXISTING PROTECTIONS WORK HARDER

 

f there’s one thing that most 
Vermonters can agree on, it’s that 
Lake Champlain is in trouble. The 
iconic lake is central to Vermont’s 

identity and its tourism economy. It 
provides drinking water and feeds thirsty 
farms throughout its large watershed. 

It’s also dying a slow death due to 
unchecked pollution.

How to stop that pollution, by when, and 
how much to spend have been debated for 
years. As someone who has been on the 
front lines of the fight for more than two 
decades, Chris Kilian, CLF Vice President 
for Clean Water and Healthy Forests and 
Director of the Vermont Advocacy Center, 
has a unique perspective. “The politics 
of the day and the drivers behind those 
politics keep changing, which means the 
will to take action changes, too,” he says. 
“Unfortunately, the one constant is that  
the lake is getting worse and worse.”

The main villain in this story is phospho-
rus, which pours into waterways from 

sewage treatment plants as well as from 
farm fields, roads, parking lots, and other 
watertight surfaces every time it rains or 
snow melts. Too much phosphorus causes 
blue-green algae outbreaks, which rob the 
water of oxygen, killing aquatic life. Those 
outbreaks are also toxic. They can sicken 
pets and people, and research now links 
long-term exposure to the onset of neu-
rological diseases including Lou Gehrig’s 
and Alzheimer’s.

It’s not news to anyone that phosphorus 
pollution is killing Lake Champlain. The 
first study documenting its impact on the 
lake was published in 1989, the same year 
CLF opened its Vermont office. But even 
after the State established water quality 
standards in 1991, the lake was left to 
languish. Regulators not only ignored 
deadlines for setting pollution limits, they 
repeatedly sought to extend them, far into 
the future, over CLF’s repeated objections.

When Kilian came to CLF in 1999, it was 
with the express purpose of making 
headway on Lake Champlain. CLF had 

made history 16 years before when it 
forced what would become the decades-
long clean-up of Boston Harbor, but Kilian 
knew that the Lake Champlain case would 
be more complex.

“In Boston Harbor, the sources of pollu-
tion were virtually all subject to the Clean 
Water Act,” he says, which made the 
case more clear-cut, at least concerning 
legal accountability. “Here in Vermont, 
60 percent of the pollution comes from 
sources like farms that haven’t been 
regulated effectively by federal law.” Other 
sources that are regulated, he says, such 
as stormwater pollution from watertight, 
paved surfaces, have been shielded by a 
host of regulatory loopholes. Attempts to 
close them are met by powerful industry 
resistance.

Undaunted, Kilian filed more than 20 
lawsuits over 10 years. He targeted the 
State, the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA), and individual polluters, all 
to force judicial oversight of a comprehen-
sive clean-up plan, like the one CLF had 

CLF has used the law, policy, and grassroots organizing to push for the clean-up of Lake Champlain. Progress has been frustratingly slow, but the organization
is gearing up for yet another push, buoyed by community members, volunteers, and donors who refuse to give up this urgent fight.
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CLF’s landmark lawsuit against ExxonMobil passed a significant milestone when a federal judge ruled the suit could move forward, despite the oil 
giant’s efforts to have the case dismissed. CLF is suing Exxon for failing to prepare its oil storage facility in Everett, Massachusetts, for climate change 
impacts. On the heels of the deadly and damaging hurricanes that struck the country last fall, Exxon’s lawyers claimed that extreme weather is not an 
imminent threat. Ultimately, the judge disagreed. CLF will keep fighting Exxon in court to hold it accountable for the safety of its host communities.

CLF served a formal notice of a lawsuit against MassDevelopment and the Devens Enterprise Commission for their pollution of the Nashua 
River in north-central Massachusetts. In restructuring the former Fort Devens army base, these developers neglected to obtain the legally 
required stormwater discharge permit under the federal Clean Water Act. Through the suit, CLF is helping to ensure that future development  
at the site protects the health of people and the environment while setting an example for similar developments throughout New England.  

Vermont is under a federal legal obligation to reduce the amount of damaging phosphorus pollution entering Lake Champlain. Despite  
the State’s own proposals for regulations to meet that obligation, its Agency of Natural Resources has issued wastewater treatment facility  
permits that allow some towns to increase their phosphorus pollution dramatically. In the latest effort to protect the health of the lake and  
local communities, CLF is challenging these permits as irresponsible and illegal, claiming that they violate the Clean Water Act. 

HIGHLIGHTS

achieved for Boston Harbor. Those law-
suits made significant gains and suffered 
some setbacks, but still, Lake Champlain 
was getting worse, and State and federal 
regulators remained unwilling to take the 
hard steps necessary to stem the tide of 
phosphorus into the lake’s fragile waters. 

Kilian recognized from the start that it 
would take more than legal maneuvers to 
effect meaningful change. CLF would also 
need to rally the public to push for State-
level action. In 2001, CLF established the 
Lake Champlain Lakekeeper®, with the 
aim of raising public consciousness about 
the plight of the lake. Vermonters needed 
to understand that clean water wasn’t a 
luxury, but their right. The Lakekeeper 
worked to educate the public that the sta-
tus quo was not only killing the lake, but 
harming people and the economy as well.  

By 2008, more Vermonters were waking 
up to the issues plaguing Lake Champlain, 
but State action remained at a standstill. 
So CLF filed one more lawsuit, this time 
against EPA to force the federal agency 
to develop more stringent legal limits on 
phosphorus pollution – limits the State 
would have to follow. Three years later, 
EPA agreed. It would take five more years 
to develop and approve the new limits, but 

in 2016, the federal agency adopted an 
ambitious plan that, for example, calls for 
farms in the Missisquoi Bay area, which 
feeds into northern Lake Champlain,  
to cut their phosphorus pollution by  
83 percent. Developments need to cut 
their pollution by more than 20 percent.

At the same time, State agencies finally 
appeared poised to act as well. By 2016, 
the legislature had passed an ambitious 
new bill that codified clean-up of the 
lake into law and established a slew of 
new rules for pollution from agriculture, 
development, and wastewater. While 
much work remained to be done to ensure 
full implementation of the new law and 
rules, Kilian felt cautiously optimistic that 
this time, after years of sustained effort, 
Lake Champlain might finally have a 
chance at recovery.

Then, as had happened so many times 
before, the political winds shifted. As 
President Trump swept industry darling 
Scott Pruitt into the lead role at EPA 
and a new governor was sworn in at the 
Vermont State House, Kilian found himself 
reading from an all-too-familiar playbook. 
State agencies afraid of controversy began 
asking for delays in implementing the 
ambitious new rules passed barely a year 
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began seeking legislative strategies to 
weaken the new clean water law and 
starve regulators of the funding needed to 
implement it.

“We are once again trying to hold the 
line on the progress and promises that 
have been made while fighting to move 
clean-up efforts forward,” Kilian says. 
Meanwhile, the lake’s decline contin-
ues. The good news, however, is that the 
Vermont legislature is so far holding firm, 
and the new rules remain in effect
 
It’s frustrating, to be sure, to find oneself 
back at the start after so many years of 
effort. So what keeps Kilian and CLF so 
dedicated to the fight? The volunteers, 
donors, and community members who 
urge him on. “They want us to be fighting 
and keeping these issues high profile,” 
he says. But CLF can’t do it on its own. 
“Continued public outrage will be needed 
to see things change. Legislators and gov-
ernment offices need to hear from people 
who want to see the lake cleaned up.”

After nearly 20 years, the fight for Lake 
Champlain has only just begun. t
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STOPPING CHILDHOOD LEAD POISONING
The Path to Stronger Laws to Protect New Hampshire’s Children

WE FORGE SOLUTIONS TO NEW ENGLAND’S TOUGHEST ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGES

untreated, even low levels of exposure can 
cause irreversible health problems, such 
as loss of IQ and cognitive and behavioral 
impairments. 

Irwin himself was troubled to realize the 
magnitude of the lead poisoning problem 
after evaluating environmental justice (EJ) 
issues in New Hampshire in 2013. At the 
time, an anonymous donor had reached 
out to Irwin, wanting to know the most 
significant EJ issues facing the state and 
how they could help. But there was no 
clear answer to the question, because, 
unlike Massachusetts or Rhode Island, 
New Hampshire lacks an established EJ 
advocacy community. Irwin suggested to 
the donor that CLF conduct an assessment. 
The goal: to understand the key issues in 
the state and who they impact, and where 
advocacy needs were going unmet.
 
Irwin spent the next several months 
talking with stakeholders, from public 
health experts, to State employees, to 
city workers in the state’s largest cities, 

Nashua and Manchester. “I asked each 
person who else I should speak with 
and followed those leads,” he says. The 
interviews ultimately added up to about 
35 people, who identified a range of 
issues that span the state’s rural and 
urban populations and echo those of EJ 
communities everywhere: substandard 
housing, transportation challenges, 
lack of access to healthy food, and poor 
working conditions.

But the issue of childhood lead poisoning 
stood out. With the oldest housing stock 
in the country, inadequate screening of 
children across the state, and a high rate 
of kids being exposed, New Hampshire 
clearly had a problem. And, while lead 
poisoning affects children across all 
demographics, it hits low-income and 
communities of color the hardest. “You’ve 
got kids who are already facing economic 
and other challenges,” Irwin says. “Add 
the permanent impacts of lead poisoning 
– learning deficiencies, attention deficit 
disorders, behavioral problems – and 
we’re just creating another barrier to 
breaking the cycle of poverty.”

While advocates had worked successfully 
on the issue in the past, lowering the 
State’s regulatory “action level” from 
a blood lead level of 20 micrograms 
per deciliter to 10, little progress had 
been made since. “New Hampshire’s 
laws weren’t up to the task,” Irwin says. 
“People working on lead were doing the 
best they could working within the system 
to protect our kids. But many said they 
had just been worn down and had given up 
on further improvements to our laws.”

Navigating the intricacies of law and 
policy, however, is what CLF does best. 

F
or the past four years, Tom Irwin 
has talked to countless people 
about the tragedy of childhood 
lead poisoning. Especially before 

the Flint crisis put lead issues back in the 
headlines, he often would be met with the 
incredulous response, “But haven’t we 
solved that problem already?”

It’s a fair question, says Irwin, director of 
CLF’s New Hampshire Advocacy Center. 
“We’ve known that lead is a dangerous 
toxin, especially for kids, for decades, 
even before it was banned from paint in 
1978. But unfortunately, the answer to the 
question is still no.”

That answer frustrates Irwin because 
lead poisoning is an entirely preventable 
problem, so there’s really no good reason 
for why several hundred new cases are 
diagnosed in New Hampshire every year 
– nearly 750 in 2016, as reported in the 
State’s most recent data. According to the 
Centers for Disease Control, any exposure 
to lead is dangerous to children. When left 

enterline design via Shutterstock
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The Legal Food Hub, which matches 
eligible farmers and food entrepreneurs 
with pro bono legal assistance, reached 
another milestone with the launch of 
its services in Connecticut through a 
partnership with Yale Law School. The 
Hub, which is also active in Massachusetts, 
Maine, and Rhode Island, has leveraged 
more than $1.5 million in pro bono services 
in its first four years. In addition, the Hub 
has expanded its educational offerings for 
farmers, food businesses, and attorneys 
through conferences, workshops, and 
online resources.

 CLF is expanding the metrics, research, 
and investment model pioneered in its 
Healthy Neighborhoods Equity Fund and 
Healthy Neighborhoods Study, thanks to 
support from the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation. Over the next two and a half 
years, the foundation will support CLF’s 
ongoing research into the root causes 
of health disparities in disadvantaged 
communities as well as efforts to address 
those disparities through investments 
in safe, walkable, neighborhoods 
with affordable housing, economic 
opportunities, accessible public transit, 
and green space.

Casella Waste announced it will shut 
down Massachusetts’s largest landfill in 
Southbridge by late 2018, marking a major 
victory for CLF’s Zero Waste Project, which 
aims to close incinerators and landfills 
that leak toxic chemicals into the air and 
water while promoting safer and healthier 
alternatives. The Zero Waste Project is also 
working to stop the expansions of large 
toxic landfills in Saugus, Massachusetts, 
as well as Rochester and Bethlehem,  
New Hampshire. 

HIGHLIGHTS

Irwin had already identified a core group 
of stakeholders through his assessment, 
and they soon began meeting to share 
information, develop a strategy, and 
engage in advocacy efforts.

“We knew we needed to update our 
laws to better protect New Hampshire 
kids,” Irwin says. In 2015, with Senator 
Dan Feltes as their primary legislative 
champion, they set out to do just that. 
But facing strong opposition to some 
key proposed changes, the effort 
resulted in only modest improvements 
to New Hampshire’s lead laws but also, 
importantly, the establishment of a 
Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention  
and Screening Commission.

Irwin, with other key stakeholders, became 
a member of the new Commission, which 
spent the next 18 months evaluating the 
problem before issuing recommendations. 
Its work became the framework of an 
ambitious new bill introduced in early 
2017. Irwin knew this bill would be a 
tougher battle. In addition to requiring 
blood lead testing for all one and two 
year olds, it proposed aligning the State’s 
regulatory action level with the Centers for 
Disease Control’s recommended level of 5 
micrograms per deciliter, addressing lead 
in drinking water in schools and childcare 
facilities, and establishing a fund to assist 
landlords in eliminating lead hazards.

Last May, after a series of public 
hearings, committee meetings, and 
successful votes by the New Hampshire 
Senate and House, the bill stalled in the 
House Finance Committee. Irwin was 
concerned. “That’s typically a troubling 
sign for any piece of legislation,” he says. 

“But instead, with strong legislative 
champions like Representative Frank 
Byron, the committee worked to make 
the bill stronger.” After taking up the 
legislation again last fall, the Finance 
Committee sent it back to the full House 
for a vote in early January. It passed with 
overwhelming bipartisan support before 
being approved by the Senate. In February, 
Governor Sununu signed the bill into law, 
with Irwin and his partners looking on. 

Even when things looked positive, Irwin 
took nothing for granted. The stakes 
were too high. “There were numerous 
champions for this bill, from elected 
officials to public health and housing 
advocates, to affected families who were 
willing to share their stories,” he says. 
“Citizen advocacy was also crucial. CLF’s 
New Hampshire constituents repeatedly 
stepped up to voice their support and 
make it clear to legislators that action  
was needed.”

Irwin isn’t pausing to savor this victory 
for long, however. “There’s more work 
to do,” he says. “Too many people don’t 
understand the hazard that’s lurking in 
their home. Unsafe renovation practices 
pose a threat, and lead in water deserves 
more attention. And kids will still fall 
through the cracks of the stricter testing 
requirements. We need to address those 
issues proactively.”

Persistence, partnership, and policy 
expertise have been key to Irwin’s success 
in strengthening New Hampshire’s lead 
laws. But it all started by simply being 
willing to listen. As a result, many more 
kids in the Granite State have a shot at a 
healthy childhood. t
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TAKING THE LONG VIEW 
The Steady Push to the Country’s First Regional Ocean Plan

WE DON’T JUST HELP TO DEFEND ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY, WE HELP TO CREATE IT

ometimes, a good idea takes a 
long time to come to fruition. 
A very long time. It also takes 
vision, tenacity, and skill. 

Take ocean planning – the idea that we 
can be smarter and more coordinated 
about how we collectively use, manage, 
and protect limited ocean resources. 
When the Northeast Regional Ocean Plan 
was approved for New England’s federal 
waters last year, it capped off a journey for 
CLF that began nearly two decades ago. 

In 2000, current Vice President for Oceans 
Priscilla Brooks was a staff economist for 
CLF, working alongside colleague Peter 
Shelley to push for protected areas in the 
ocean. The goal was to safeguard unique 
habitats from commercial activities while 
giving overfished species, like cod, room 
to recover. Creating such protected areas 
was itself groundbreaking 20 years ago, but 
even as Brooks and Shelley championed 
that idea, they were growing increasingly 
concerned by the rising demand for new 
industrial uses of ocean areas. 

S
The Cape Wind project had just been 
proposed, various waste disposal sites 
designated, and a gas pipeline built 
from Salem to Boston Harbor. Waiting in 
the wings were more offshore projects, 
including two liquefied natural gas 
terminals, additional wind facilities,  
and sand and gravel mining.

“States lacked a good process for how 
decisions were made and projects sited,” 
says Brooks. “Proposals were looked at 
on a site-by-site basis, leaving regulators 
reacting to proposed new uses rather 
than proactively preparing for them.” That 
myopic approach threatened the very 
places CLF most wanted to protect.

So Brooks and Shelley advocated for a 
new idea: Planning for the ocean. While 
planning for specific uses is taken for 
granted on land, 20 years ago it was 
a new concept for marine resources. 
“We wanted a new way of looking at our 
ocean,” recalls Brooks today. “We needed 
to stop managing project by project or 
industry by industry.” 

Instead, they supported a more holistic 
way of managing ocean areas, so that 
New Englanders could capitalize on the 
ocean’s many economic and recreational 
benefits and protect marine life and  
habitats at the same time.

Such a literal sea change in the way 
ocean resources are managed would 
require support from the top levels of 
state government, so Brooks and CLF’s 
allies started working behind the scenes, 
talking about the idea with those they 
knew would be open to it. A daylong 
conference run by the Massachusetts 
Office of Coastal Zone Management soon 
brought the idea of ocean planning to 
its widest audience of policymakers yet, 
laying the groundwork for the creation 
of a state-level Ocean Management Task 
Force in 2003. Its assignment: to review 
the Commonwealth’s ocean management 
regime and make recommendations for 
necessary changes. 

As a member of the task force, along-
side state representatives, municipal 
leaders, commercial fishermen, and 
others, Brooks was now in a position to 
help impact the state’s policy on ocean 
planning. It took a year of analysis and 
discussion, but by early 2004, the group 
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Ocean planning ensures that New Englanders can capitalize on economic opportunities, but not at the 
expense of the area’s natural beauty and the places people live and play. 
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had released detailed set of recommen-
dations, including one for the creation of 
a comprehensive law to require a plan for 
managing Massachusetts’s ocean waters.

It took another four years – and intensive 
negotiations among legislators – before 
that law, the Massachusetts Ocean Act, 
was signed by then-Governor Deval 
Patrick. As development of the plan got 
underway, Brooks once again sat at the 
table with decision makers. Finally, 10 
years after Brooks and Shelley helped to 
put the idea of “ocean planning” on the 
radar, the nation’s first state ocean plan 
was approved. 

But well before the ink was dry, CLF and 
its allies were thinking bigger. 

“States manage only up to three miles out 
to sea from their coastlines,” she says. 
“The rest – out to 200 miles – is in federal 
jurisdiction, so we knew we needed to 
work on a broader management plan and 
that it would need a mandate from the 
federal government.”

It was 2008, Barack Obama had just 
been elected president, and the time was 
right for federal action. It was clear that 
New England and the country as a whole 
needed ocean planning to preemptively 
avert ocean sprawl and Massachusetts was 
laying down a national model. The Obama 
administration was paying attention. In 
2010, it released its landmark National 
Ocean Policy, calling for regional ocean 
plans to be created across the country. 

With so much groundwork already laid in 
New England (Rhode Island had followed 
Massachusetts with its own coastal man-
agement plan in 2010), it made sense for 
the Northeast to be the first region out of 

CLF has joined forces with Earthjustice 
to challenge the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration for its failure 
to protect North Atlantic right whales 
from threats and fatalities caused by 
commercial fishing. The iconic whales 
are on the brink of extinction, with 
scientists estimating the whale population 
to be barely 460. In 2017, the imperiled 
species suffered a near catastrophe: 18 
deaths, many the result of fishing gear 
entanglements and ship strikes. 

The Trump administration has proposed 
an extreme five-year plan to open nearly 
90 percent of U.S. continental shelf waters 
to oil and gas drilling. Drilling poses a 
significant risk to coastal economies, 
businesses, and marine life at a time 
when it is imperative the country end its 
addiction to climate-damaging fossil fuels. 
CLF cut its teeth fighting the federal 
government over similar plans to drill on 
Georges Bank in the late 1970s and early 
1980s and is at the forefront of the fight 
against this irresponsible plan today. 

After 14 years of development, a newly 
approved plan for managing New England’s 
fisheries should have prioritized the long-
term health of the region’s fishing economy 
and the ocean habitats that sustain it. 
Instead, in a short-sighted decision that 
largely ignores science and public input,  
the Omnibus Habitat Amendment 2 puts 
overfished species and fragile habitats,  
such as Cashes Ledge, at greater  
risk. CLF is speaking out against the 
amendment’s approval and the region’s 
fisheries managers for favoring short-term 
economic gain over long-term benefits for 
New England’s fisheries, ocean habitats, 
and the fishing communities that depend 
on them.

HIGHLIGHTS
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the gates. By 2012, a Regional Planning 
Body had been convened, made up of 
representatives from the states, tribes, 
federal agencies, and fisheries managers. 
CLF joined a diverse set of stakeholders 
– including commercial and recreational 
fishermen, renewable energy developers, 
marine scientists, surfers, and others – 
involved in the intense planning process.

After four years of thorough study, dialog, 
and public input, the Northeast Regional 
Ocean Plan was approved at the end 
of 2016. “This plan is a game changer, 
created largely by New Englanders for 
New Englanders,” says Brooks. “Our 
region has committed, on every level, to 
being smarter about how we manage and 
protect our ocean for the benefit of our 
coastal communities, marine life, and 
businesses.” 

Any plan is only as good as its implementa-
tion, however, and that is Brooks’s primary 
concern today. A missing piece of the plan 
is the identification of important ecological 
areas that need protection, which is import-
ant in decision making. “We need to ensure 
that state, federal, and tribal members of 
the regional ocean planning body move 
forward with identifying those areas, as  
they are critical to the overall health of  
New England’s ocean,” Brooks says. CLF 
will also be involved in ocean development 
planning and permitting processes to 
ensure decision making is based on the  
best available science, stakeholders are 
meaningfully engaged, and state and  
federal agencies coordinate effectively.

“Our region knows how to come together 
and make things happen,” she says. “We’ve 
helped to catalyze a movement around the 
country, and our ocean and coastal economy 
will be healthier because of it.” t
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2017 FISCAL YEAR IN REVIEW

FINANCIAL REPORT

 

onservation Law Foundation 
ended another year of tre-
mendous achievements with a 
balanced budget. In addition, 

we added more than a half-million dollars 
in bequests to our invested reserve funds. 

Our multi-year investments from our 2015 
Leadership Campaign have continued to 
pay off, with significant increases this past 
fiscal year in revenue from both individuals 
and foundations, as well as an increase in 
the overall number of contributors to the 
organization.  

This increased revenue is allowing us  
to grow our legal advocacy staffing,  
which contributed to our greater impact  
in Fiscal Year 2017. These staff invest-
ments will only generate further results 
into the future. 

At the same time, having more individual 
contributors strengthens our standing 
when filing litigation and amplifies our 
voice when reaching out to legislators and 
policymakers on key issues.

C
Our invested funds also remain strong, 
increasing to $10,047,991 as of the end  
of the fiscal year. 

None of this is possible without the 
generosity and support of you, our 
members and volunteers. CLF has always 
recognized that solutions to complex 
challenges don’t happen overnight. Your 
sustained support ensures our ability to 
stay the course over months, years, and 
sometimes even decades, no matter how 
powerful the opponent.

Thank you for helping us make a 
difference for all New Englanders.

Andrew J. Falender  
Treasurer, Board of Trustees

USES OF OPERATING FUNDS
Total Operating Expenses:  $9,247,279

NET ASSETS  [as of July 31, 2017]
 

Unrestricted Net Assets:  
$5,178,642

Temporarily Restricted Net Assets: 
$8,250,939

Permanently Restricted Net Assets: 
$5,304,375

TOTAL   		                 $18,733,956

SOURCES OF OPERATING FUNDS
Total Operating Funds:  $9,284,308
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$5,541,660

Individuals
$3,190,443

Earned Income $552,205

74+11+15Advocacy 
Programs
$6,873,087

Development
$1,025,863

General & Administrative $1,348,329

NET OPERATING RESULTS

$37,029



SUPPORTERS AND FRIENDS OF CLF
The following individuals, foundations, and organizations supported CLF during the 2017 Fiscal Year, August 1, 2016, through  
July 31, 2017. Their generosity and shared vision – of a healthy, thriving New England for all – have made CLF’s work possible.  
We thank our invaluable members whose continuing support helps protect New England’s environment for all. THANK YOU.
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	 Heather M. Nelson

Katherine F. Kopp
Andrew G. Larson and Steven Gray
Virginia M. Lawrence
Carola B. Lea
David and Lucinda Lee
William R. Leitch
Timothy Leland
Martha Livingston*
Allegra and Steve Lubrano
Britt Lundgren
Nigel and Judy MacEwan
Judith Markland
James Marra
David S. Martin
Carl and Nancy Martland
Jim and Julie Matheson
Karena A. McKinney
Tamsen Merrill
Shelley H. Metzenbaum and  
	 Steven L. Kelman
Ross Metzman
Barbara Meyer and Michael Perloff
Janet E. Milne and John B. Kuhns
Arthur and Martha Milot
William and Margot Moomaw
Barbara and Andrew Moore
Chris and Corinne Morahan
Keith and Elizabeth Morgan

Bill and Stephanie Mott
John Nelson
Paul C. Nicholson, Jr.
Robert and Anita Norman
Stephanie and Jim Patrick
Joan H. Perera
Steven and Terry Perlmutter
Marcia Peters and David Karaus
Sally J. Pick
Philip Preston
Karen and Fred Ratcliffe
Margaret E. Richardson
David and Beth Ries
Bud Ris
Richard and Jean Roberts
Mitchell Rosenberg and Belle Halpern
Elizabeth A. Montuori Rowles and 	  
	 David B. Rowles
Judith C. Savage
David L. Schwartz
Edward and Renata Selig
Elisabeth Selkirk
George and Anna Shaw
Peter and Ann Sheldon
Gregory Shenstone
Kathryn A. Sherman
Chester Sidell
Nicole Sirotin
Karen R. Sollins

Stephen Spaulding
Tom Stack
John and Nomi Stadler
Adam Sterns
Campbell Steward
Beth Stickney and Ken Kunin
Jeff and Lynne Stone
Thomas and Jackie Stone
Freda Swan*
Charles B. Swartwood III
Roger and Ann Sweet
James and Catherine Talbert
Jane and Hooker Talcott
Veronika Thiebach and  
	 Michael Gorham
Michael P. Thornton
Susan S. Twarog
Robert and Lisa Unsworth
Thomas and Deanne Urmy
Renata von Tscharner
Eric M. Wassermann and  
	 Janell M. Schweickert
Gary Werden
Troy West and Claudia Flynn
John Wilkins
T. Walley Williams III
David Wittenberg and Cynthia Kagno
Stephen M. Wood and Louisa Spencer
John T. Wroclawski

The CLF Champions Club  Donors who participate in monthly giving to CLF
Anonymous (4)
Brian E. Adams
Robert and Martha Agricola
Janice Anthony
Margaret Ashforth
Rebecca Backman
Daniel Baker
Cynthia Baker Burns and  
	 Scott Burns
Wilhelmina Bandler and  
	 Jeremiah Huson
Ricardo Baratto
Bonnie Barclay
Edward Bing
Justin A. Boyan and 
	 Amy R. Greenwald
Steven and Catherine Branch
Eric Buehrens
Rick Burnes
Barbara Cevallos
Alex D. Chatfield and  
	 Patricia O’Hagan
Paula Chu
Laurie Cleveland
Deborah Collum
Margaret and Gregory Connors
Debbie Cook
Greg and Catherine Crockett
Elizabeth and W. Norris Dale
Daniel D’Alessandro
Katharine B. Davis
Maria de la Motte
Karen and Paul Dearborn
Georgette Defriesse
Jan Devereux

Carol DiPirro
Judith Dolgin
Catherine L. Farrell
Matthew Farrellee
Pamela and Glennard Frederick
Elaine French
Thomas H. Friedman and  
	 Rosemarie Mullin
Cody Gibb
Lumina Greenway
Carol R. Gregory
Maureen S. Grove
David and Susan Gunter
Kent Hackmann
Terese Hammerle
Anne H. Hammett
Schwartz Hannum PC
Charlotte Hemr
Dake and Therese Henderson
Lee Holmes
John Hopkins
Stephanie Hsia
Brad Hubbard-Nelson
Joel and Anne Huberman
Matthew Huegel
Lucia Huntington
Alyssa Irizarry
Terry and Cynthia Irwin
Tom and Lauren Irwin
Marissa Jacques
Virginia L. Jensen
Charlotte Johnson and Joseph Davis
Dean Johnson
Ardis Johnston
Ernest and Marilyn Kahn

Peter and Pamela Kane
Lucia and Matthew Kearns
Jennifer Kennally
Bevin Kenney
Eitan Kensky
Sylvia Knight
Janet Kolodner
Paul Kominers
Regina LaRocque
Andrew G. Larson and Steven Gray
Conrad Liebenow
Thomson Macdonald
Dylan Macleod
Alex Marks
Fiona Marquis
James Marra
Patricia Martin
Craig Maynard
Ariana and Ryan McBride
Jessica McGeary
Ellen R. Miller
Christian N. MilNeil
Susan Molano
Barbara C. Moore
Sharon Moulton
Scott Murdock
Mary Murtagh
John Nelson
Sherri Nixon
Richard Pabst
Donna M. Pasiczniak
Evelyn Persoff
Jane W. Pfister
Asheen Phansey
James Purdy

Katherine Raisz
Kandasamy Rathinasamy
Diane Russell
Rick L. Russman
F. Duncan and  
	 Alison Sanders-Fleming
Elizabeth Schaeffer
Jessica Schmidt
Diane Simms
Laurence J. Slotnick
Jim Smith
Marian Smith
Susan R. Smith
Stephen Spaulding
Lydia Spitzer and Dotty Deans
David W. J. Stein
Ari Stern
Adam Sterns
Andrew Swayze
Rachel Talentino
Susan Theberge
Neil Ungerleider and Diane Stern
Alexander Von Hagen-Jamar
Charles and Susan Walker
Heather A. Walsh
Lisa Weil
Johanna White
Karen Wilson
Peter Wilson
Shirley S. Winer
Gustav Woelfl Verderber
Peter Wolfe
Deborah Wolozin
Jerrold M. Yos
Donna Zangri

* Deceased

EcoPhotography



Conservation Matters    Spring 2018        

2017 FISCAL YEAR SUPPORT

Richard S. Emmet	  
Caroline and Seth Heald	

James and Hannah Gowans	  
Dakers C. Gowans and  
	 Deborah Silver	

Martin L. Gross	  
Alice Chamberlin

Thomas Seymour Hart	 
Christopher Jane Corkery	

Philip L. Johnson	  
Greg and Lauren Johnson

Eleanor Motley Lee 
Alan Emmet

Jerry and Glenn Lehman 
Deb Lehman

James Jackson Storrow 
James Whitmore

Bill Townsend 
Jon Lund and Joan Sturmthal

Hope Wigglesworth 
Thomas and Mary Townsend

Gifts in Memory of  (Bolded names are those being remembered)

Ayers Brook Farm
David Bono
Malcolm C. Burson
Matt Casale
William C. Coleman
Philip Conkling and Paige Parker
Mark Cullinan
John L. Davenport
Amy Davidson
Gitta Dickerson

Rodney Dowell
Lew Edgers
Andrew J. Falender
Elizabeth Foote
Anne Gero
Peter Glick
Goodwin
Gordon Hall III
Michael Harrity
Aaron Johnson

Mitch and Anne Kalter
Marie Lefton
Main Street Landing Company
Sharon and Bradford Malt
Steve Meltzer
Elena M. Mihaly
Mason Overstreet
Kirstie Pecci
Diane Prend
Rebecca Ricard

Ari Rockland-Miller
Shearman & Sterling LLP
Peter Shelley
Christopher T. Stix
Sullivan & Worcester LLP
Susan M. Tamoney
Welch & Forbes
White & Case LLP
George Wood

Gifts in Kind

Anonymous (3)
Daniel Amory
Christopher Cabot
Bradley M. Campbell
Louise Durfee
David and Marion Ellis
Andrew J. Falender 
Jacques and Fredericka Fiechter
Gordon Hall III

John and Nancy Hammond
David Hardy
Timothy B. Harwood
Annette M. Higby and Martin Strange
Philip and Joan Hoff
Jayne Putnam Iafrate
Harold W. Janeway
Marilyn P. Johnson
Carolyn Taft Knowlton

Ted Ladd
Roxanne Leighton
Priscilla H. Long
Pamela Lee Lowry
Sharon and Bradford Malt
Sara Molyneaux and Donald Law, Jr.
Jan A. Pechenik
Philip Preston
Susan D. Prindle

Margaret E. Richardson
Ann Savre
Constance G. Schwarzkopf
Jeffrey W. Scott
Mr. and Mrs. Henry D. Sharpe, Jr.
Peter Shelley
Robert Bradley Summers
E. Andrew Wilde, Jr.
Peter Wolfe

The Charles Cabot Society  Donors who have generously included CLF in their will or have established a planned gift

FatCamera/IStock
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Gifts in Honor of  (Bolded names are those being honored)
43 Waban Hill Family	  
Elizabeth Cooper

Cynthia Baker Burns 	  
Susan Tarrant

Nate Barsanti	  
Patti Cerra

Harry Bartnick	  
Mary Reilly

Jenny Bent	 
Elizabeth Mishin

Elaine Bresnick and Alan Cushing	
Ruth Rosensweig

Priscilla Brooks	  
Andrew and Cassandra Brooks

Bradley M. Campbell	  
Tavit O. Najarian

Elizabeth Carver	  
S. Bryn Austin

The Clemens Family	  
Clinton Clemens

Nicholas Coffey	  
Julie Coffey

Gail Coffey	 
Julie Coffey

Michael and Amelia Collins	
Caitlin Johnson

Claudia Colon	  
Maria Garcia Moliner

Robert Cormier	  
Gina Mosca

Debbie and John Coughlin	
Jennifer Cavanaugh

Colleen Cusick	  
Melissa Cryan

John Davenport	  
E. Brooks and Meg Robbins 
Luke Davenport

Stephen R. Davenport	  
John and Sally Davenport

Stephen Day	  
Susan Day

Alex de Sherbinin	  
Nick de Sherbinin

Andre Degregorio	  
Louise Goldstein

Andrew J. Falender	  
Clifford Krauss and Ann Whittaker	
Marsha and Alan Paller	
Susan G. Stott

Virginia R. Foote	  
Mr. and Mrs. Lamson Rheinfrank, Jr.

Douglas I. Foy	  
Roger and Lee Dane

Caroline Freedman	  
Lindsey Freedman

Seanna Greene	  
Susan Greene

Ann Hackl	  
Peter Gross and Diane Garfield

Gordon Hall III	  
Frank McCoy

David Hall	  
Valerie and John Feehan

Elizabeth Hatch	  
Nan Hatch

William B. Hetzel, Jr.	  
William B. Hetzel

Melissa A. Hoffer	  
Eric Chivian

Jennifer Hull and KC Potts	
Lucy Hull and Bart Chapin

Stephanie Hurley 	  
Anthony Iarrapino and  
	 Joslyn Wilschek

Tom F. Irwin	  
Patrick B. Miller

Bill Jo	  
Michelle Guerin

Amory Julian	  
Jennifer Hunnewell

Maximilian and Paige Kempner	
Daphne Kempner and Joel Meyerson 
Emily and Walter Mayne

Kathryn C. Kilguss	  
Judith and Edward Bertozzi

Bob King and Anne Faulkner	
Elizabeth K. Filiotis

Sue Klem	  
Brooks and Patty Mostue

Henry Koon	  
Christian Colwell

Kathryn Kravitz	  
David Kravitz

James Krosschell	  
Kate Krosschell

Lawrence Kupferman	  
Claire Cinque

Elizabeth Lightfoot	  
Honor Clements

Denise Long	  
Daniel Long

Matthew Lustig	  
Alice Lustig

William MacMullen	  
Margaret MacMullen

Sharon and Bradford Malt	
Laurie and Christopher Doyle 
Barbara Malt

Don and Jeannette McInnes	  
Jan and Joseph Ferrara

Elena M. Mihaly and Justin Strauss	
Rachel Ticotin

Beth Minear	  
William Craig

Sara Molyneaux	  
Doug Borg and Anne Swingle 
Kay M. Petersen and  
	 J. Woodrow Weiss

Lili Morris	  
Chad Morris

Bob Morrison	  
Deborah Wolozin

Amy Moses	  
Judith C. Savage

Mira Netsky	  
Hankus Netsky

Marianne Paley Nadel	  
Caroline Freedman

Anita and Robert Poss	 
David and Margherite Hutchison

Diane Potter	  
Willa Rapp

Annabelle Rappole	  
Megan O’Toole

Jerry Ritz	  
Christine Canning

Caleb Rogers	  
Daniel S. Loss

Cassie Rogg and Josh Agar	
Arielle Miles

Sasha Rosan	  
Maura Murray

Andy and Bridget Saver	
Megan Criss

Astrida Schaeffer	  
Elizabeth Schaeffer

Henry Schilling	  
Victoria Schilling

Peter Shelley	  
Elizabeth Cobbs 
Stephen and Amanda Morris

Daniel Simoncini	  
Suzanne Simoncini

Mike Smith	 
Rebecca Lovejoy

Judith H. Taft	  
Vivian and Lionel Spiro

Susan M. Tamoney	  
Ellen M. Libert

Jody Tannenbaum	  
Nancy Luberoff

Thomas Tarpey and Carolyn King	
Eric and Laurie Van Loon

Jeremy Vale	  
Julie Dobrow and Lawrence J. Vale

Janet M. Ward	  
Jean Weld

Rebekah S. Weber	  
Carlson Consulting, LLC
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AAA Northeast
All Covered
Allegro MicroSystems, LLC
Amazon Smile Foundation
AOL, Inc.
The Beacon Hill Garden Club, Inc.
Ben and Jerry’s Foundation
Biogen Idec Foundation
BNY Mellon Charitable Gift Fund
Bob’s Clam Hut
Boston Seaport M1 & 2 Land, LLC
Brookline Bird Club
Burrillville Land Trust
Carlson Consulting, LLC
Cell Signaling Technology, Inc.
Choate Hall & Stewart LLP
Citrin Cooperman & Company, LLP
Combined Jewish Philanthropies
Dell Direct Giving Campaign
Robert S. Dorfman Company, Inc.
E4TheFuture, Inc.

EarthShare of New England
Echo-Logic
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
The First Religious Society of  
	 Newburyport
FJC
FM Global Foundation
Garden Club of America
GE Foundation
Granite United Way
Great Island Garden Club
Green & Healthy Homes Initiative
Green Mountain Electromagnetics, Inc.
Greenland Conservation Commission
Highfields Capital Management LP
S.A. Hutnak & Associates, LLC
Intel Corporation
John Hancock Financial Services
JPMorgan Chase Foundation
Kanner and Whiteley, LLC
King Spruce Company

Law Offices of Susan D. Stamps
Legal Sea Foods, LLC
Loring, Wolcott and Coolidge
Main Street Landing Company
Maine State Employees  
	 Combined Charitable Appeal
Mason Pipeline Committee
Massachusetts Business  
	 Development Corporation
Microsoft Corporation
Millennium Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Montague Corporation
National Philanthropic Trust
Natural Resources Defense Council
The Nature Conservancy
New England Biolabs, Inc.
Patagonia
Pax World Management LLC
Plymouth Rock Assurance Corporation
PowerOptions, Inc.
Prince Communications

RiverWoods at Exeter
Schwab Charitable Fund
Schwartz Hannum PC
State Street Corporation
Stonyfield Farm Yogurt
T. Rowe Price Program for  
	 Charitable Giving
TIAA Charitable
TripAdvisor Charitable Foundation
Two Rivers-Ottaquechee  
	 Regional Commission
The U.S. Charitable Gift Trust
United Natural Foods, Inc
United Way of Rhode Island
UnitedHealth Group
Vanguard Charitable
Winchester Unitarian Society
Wine Investment Associates

Corporate and Organization Gifts

 Programs
 $6,296,477 

Anonymous (7)
Aldermere Foundation
Angel Foundation
The Argosy Foundation
Ayco Charitable Foundation
Benjamin M. Baker Charitable Fund
Baker-Root Family Foundation
Barr Foundation
The Howard Bayne Fund
Beard Family Charitable Trust
Joshua & Anita Bekenstein  
	 Charitable Fund
Barnett and Anne Berch Foundation, Inc.
The Betterment Fund
The Blum Family Foundation
The Boston Foundation
Sana and Andy Brooks Family Fund
Ruth H. Brown Foundation
Buck Family Fund of the  
	 Maine Community Foundation
Butler Conservation Fund
The Bydale Foundation
Paul C. & Virginia C. Cabot  
	 Charitable Trust
Calvert Social Investment Foundation
The Canaday Family Charitable Trust
Casey & Family Foundation
Ciccolo Family Foundation
Clarke Family Fund at the Community  
	 Foundation of Western Nevada
The Common Sense Fund, Inc.
Consumers for Sensible Energy, Inc.

Sarah K. de Coizart Article  
	 TENTH Perpetual Charitable Trust
The Educational Foundation of America
Energy Foundation
Energy Innovation:  
	 Policy and Technology LLC
Essex County Community Foundation
Farm Aid
Fish Family Foundation
The Gruben Charitable Foundation
Philip S. Harper Foundation
The William and Flora  
	 Hewlett Foundation
Hicks Family Charitable Foundation
High Meadows Foundation
High Meadows Fund, Inc.
The Ironwood Foundation, Inc.
Jane’s Trust Foundation
Jebediah Foundation
Johnson Family Foundation of the  
	 VT Community Foundation
The Mayer and Morris Kaplan  
	 Family Foundation
The Kelsey Trust
The Henry P. Kendall Foundation
Ethel Kennedy Foundation
Kenwood Foundation
The Kneisel Foundation
Knox Family Foundation
Emily Landecker Foundation, Inc.
The Forrest C. and Frances H.  
	 Lattner Foundation

The Ruth and Hal Launders  
	 Charitable Trust
Leaves of Grass Fund
The Lintilhac Foundation
Lubrano Family Charitable Foundation
Maine Community Foundation
Plato Malozemoff Foundation
Massachusetts Environmental Trust
Maverick Lloyd Foundation
McAdams Charitable Foundation
John F. and Dorothy H.  
	 McCabe Environmental Fund
Merck Family Fund
The John Merck Fund
Mertz Gilmore Foundation
Middlecott Foundation
Herman and Frieda L.  
	 Miller Foundation
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation
Mount Blue Fund
New Hampshire Charitable Foundation
The New York Community Trust
The North Pond Foundation
Ocean Ledges Fund of the  
	 Maine Community Foundation
Old Harbor Charitable Fund
The Orchard Foundation
Osherenko-Young Foundation
Frederick M. Peyser Jr. Foundation
Prince Charitable Trusts
The Prospect Fund
The Prospect Hill Foundation
Olive Higgins Prouty Foundation

Rheinfrank Foundation
The Rhode Island Foundation
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
Rockefeller Brothers Fund
Rockefeller Family Fund
Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors
Rubblestone Foundation
Richard Saltonstall  
	 Charitable Foundation
The Ruth and Robert Satter  
	 Charitable Trust
Elmina B. Sewall Foundation
Sharpe Family Foundation /  
	 Julie and Henry Sharpe III
Sharpe Family Foundation /  
	 Peggy Sharpe
Sharpe Family Foundation /  
	 Sarah Sharpe and John Powley
The Shifting Foundation
Silver Mountain Foundation for the Arts
The Silver Tie Fund, Inc.
The Sudbury Foundation
David V.N. Taylor Foundation
Telaka Foundation
Tides Foundation
Tioga Fund
van Beuren Charitable Foundation
Vermont Community Foundation
The Walton Family Foundation
The WaterWheel Foundation
WestWind Foundation
The Winky Foundation
The Zankel Fund

Foundation Grants

Jimmy Wayne / CC 2.0



Daniel Amory, Esq.
M. Robin Barone, Esq.
Alice Chamberlin 
Eugene H. Clapp
David W. Ellis, Ph.D., Vice Chair
Andrew Falender, Treasurer
Douglas I. Foy, Esq.
John T. Goodhue
Gordon Hall III, Vice Chair
John S. Hammond III
Whitney Hatch

Dr. Thea James
EkOngKar Singh Khalsa
Kate Kilguss, Esq.
Paul Lee
Sharon Malt
Travis McCready
Sara Molyneaux, Chair
Peter Nessen, Vice Chair
Lois Schiffer
Thaleia T. Schlesinger, Clerk
Bradley Campbell, President, CLF

Board of Trustees
Philip W. Conkling
Jenny Y. duPont
John B. French, Esq.
Robert H. Gardiner, Jr.
John T. Goodhue
Horace A. Hildreth, Jr., Esq.
Jacquie L. Kay
Maximilian W. Kempner, Esq.

Edward H. Ladd
Sharon Malt
Karena A. McKinney
Sara Molyneaux, Chair
Michael B. Moskow
Peggy B. Sharpe
Benjamin B. Taylor
Alan Wilson, Esq.

Board of Overseers

Eugene Bernat 
Eugene H. Clapp, Chair
Andrew Falender
John B. French, Esq.
Paula W. Gold, Esq.
John T. Goodhue
Gordon Hall III
Jacquie L. Kay

Sara Molyneaux
Michael B. Moskow
Peter Nessen, Vice Chair
Virginia Foote,  
	 Director, Fund Development, CLFV
Sean Mahoney,  
	 Executive Vice President, CLF

CLF Ventures, Inc., Board of Directors
John Aubrey
Andrew Baute
Christopher Cabot, Esq.
Madeline Fraser Cook 
John B. French, Esq.
John K. Graham, Esq.
John S. Hammond III

Whitney Hatch, Chair
Susan Klem 
Sharmila L. Murthy
Jan A. Pechenik, Ph.D. 
Thaleia T. Schlesinger
Chi Ho Sham, Ph.D.
Peter C. Westover

Massachusetts State Board

Daniel Amory, Esq.
Philip W. Conkling
Philip B. Coupe
Elizabeth Ehrenfeld
Gordon Hall III
Anne Hayden

Michael Herz
Daniel Hildreth
DeWitt John, Vice Chair
Lucia P. A. Kearns
Brigitte L. Kingsbury, Chair
Carleton Davis Pike

Maine State Board
Scott Brown
Alice Chamberlin
Julie Dunfey, Vice Chair
Ann Hackl
Harold W. Janeway

Robert King, Chair
Britt Lundgren
Stuart V. Smith, Jr. 
Scott Wakeman
Janet Ward

New Hampshire State Board

Cynthia Burns
Trudy Coxe
Thomas P. I. Goddard
Margaret Kerr
Kate Kilguss, Esq., Chair 
Robert Leeson, Jr.
Richard W. Lisle, Vice Chair

William S. Mott
Peggy B. Sharpe
Scott Stevenson, Esq.
Judith Taft
Dr. Peter Trafton
Benjamin V. White III, Esq.

Rhode Island State Board
M. Robin Barone, Esq.
Patrick Berry
Jay Diaz, Esq.
Crea Lintilhac, Chair 
Charlotte Metcalf

Elizabeth Miller, Esq.
Janet E. Milne, Esq.
Jim Murphy, Esq.
Beth Montuori Rowles
Ann Seibert

Vermont State Board

CLF BOARD MEMBERS  as of March 1, 2018
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FIND OUT THE MANY WAYS YOU CAN GIVE TO CLF 
visit www.clf.org/waystogive

WHY I GIVE TO CLF

The more I have learned about the organization, the more interested  
I have become. I appreciate that CLF advocates for all of New England. 
What resonated for my family – my eight-year-old daughter especially –  
is the oceans work, and in particular the effort to protect the Northeast 
Canyons and Seamounts Marine National Monument. Even though I serve 
on several boards, my family has taken a keen interest in CLF’s work 
because they see the direct impact on the places they love.

CLF provides an avenue for people, no matter their age, background,  
or education, to understand the importance of environmental advocacy.  
This organization is unique in its policy advocacy and uses its expertise  
to provide measurable and concrete outcomes. CLF’s work makes a  
real difference.”

THE JOURNAL OF CONSERVATION LAW FOUNDATION   
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62 Summer Street Boston, MA 02110-1016

MADELINE  
FRASER COOK
Massachusetts State Board 
Member; Donor since 2012 

“I work in the intersection 
of housing, community 
development, and environ-
mental sustainability. Once 
introduced to CLF, it fit 
naturally with my personal 
and professional interests. 

CLF Maine  / 53 Exchange Street, Suite 200
Portland, ME 04101    P: 207.210.6439

CLF Massachusetts  / 62 Summer Street
Boston, MA 02110    P: 617.350.0990

CLF New Hampshire  / 27 North Main Street
Concord, NH 03301    P: 603.225.3060

CLF Rhode Island  / 235 Promenade Street, 
Suite 560, Mailbox 28, Providence, RI 02903     
P: 401.351.1102

CLF Vermont  / 15 East State Street, Suite 4
Montpelier, VT 05602    P: 802. 223.5992
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